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NINTH CONGRESS. 


‘THE FIRST SESSION OF THE TWENTY- 


Appropriations, of ten millions in one sum, of nearly 


amount which including these two, it is believed, wil! 





aa 
History will bave eventful! incidents to record of the 
<ossion of congress which terminated at 12 o’clock, m. 
on the 10th of August, 1846. Jts duration was 253 days, 
being, we believe, the longest sessivn ever held. 
Congress assembled under favorable circumstances 
for operating. Not only did the majorities ia the senate 
and house harmonzie in political sentiment, but their 
large joint majorities harmonized with the executive, 
and thus placing all the departments of government in 
the hands of one party, the minority were powerless. 
The general aspect of affairs however, was far from 
cloudless A portentous gloom had accumulated over 
the Atlantic horizon. ‘The president had commenced 
his administrauion by asserting claims to territory in the 
northwest ia such direct terms, and he opened this ses 
sion of congress by urgiag upon them in the most em- 
puatic language, an immediate adjustment of the boun- 
daries upon what he pronounced to be an “unquestiona- 
able” line, which “could not be abandoned without a 
sacrifice of both national honor and interest.” To main- 
tain and carry out this measure as advised by the presi 
dent, evidently would have been to risk a war with Great 
ritain, if not to renderit inevitable. Her government, 
her parliament, her statesmen of all parties, and her 
public journals of all parties, united as with one voice, 


in asserting that an attempt to carry out the demand of | 


the president in that particniar, would and should be 
resisted. The president reiterated his demand, and it 


depended upon congress whether that demand should | 


be persisted in. Very grave apprehensions were enter- 
iaiued on both sides of the AUanuc. <A most import- 
ant crisis Was at hand. 

The strongest hope that peace would be preserved, 
seemed to be founded upon the fact, that not withstand: 


ing the extremity of the quarrel and the demand for an | 


issue, Yet no preparation had been recommended by the 
president for the possible contingency of a war. The 
vation remained quietly upon a peace establishment, as 
itregarded European powers. 

The finances of the country were atthe time in a 
prosperous condition, the revenues furnishing ample 
means for defraying the ordinary expenses of the go- 
verament. Commerce was prosperous, notwithstanding 
threatening appearances; manufacturies were in full and 
profitable operation; the money market, currency, and 
exchanues were in as fair condition as the country had 
ever witnessed. 

The country was still at peace with all the world. 

Whether at this time to risk, if not absolutely to incur 
a war with Great Britain, for a disputed claim to terri- 
tory Which was not yet in legitimate possession of either 
power, was now the question? 

An eluborate discussion took place in each house 
upon this all absorbing question, which was maintained 
with great ability for many weeks. 

Finally, the house of representatives, by a large ma- 
joriy, adopted a resolution for terminating the joint oc- 
cupaney of Oregon, not exactly in the form which was 
urged by the executive, butin a form which the execu- 
lve considered available for carrying out the recommen: 
cations of the president in the premises. : 

li€ senate, however, hesitated so far to compromit 
the peace of the nation. Afier one of the ablest debates 
that ever took place in that body, it was decided, virtu- 
aly, that the claim should not be insisted upon in the 
manner and to the extent which the president had re- 
Commended, but that nego'iations should be renewed. 

i virtue of this decision, the president having acqui- 
esced, overtures were immediately niade by the British 
evernment for settling the long disputed controversy, by 
establishing a boundary which our government had re- 


peatedly proposed, and which the British government | 


4G as offen rejected. 

the two nations are now in harmony, thanksto a 
tind superintending Providence. 

,| €ace however was not to be preserved to the nation. 
“easures were in progress which led to a war upon 
or OWn continent, and with a neighboring republic.— 
Nongst the enactments of the session just closed, one 


*t the most eventful in its future effects upon the Unnoy, | 


t,— 
il 
“cognising the existence of war with Mexico.” 
tether the object to be accoinplished by this war, 
be confined to merely “‘conquering a peace,” or 
er itis to expand into a conflict for the conquest 
tory, is hardly any longer a matter of doubt. 
ee eclaration of war was of course followed by en- 
tres) jue fF eartying it on with vigor. Whatever the 
. Phen asked fur from congress, was promptly voted, 
, th uacommon unanimity. 
tn aearie ae proper, was. authorized to be augmented 
Don a ws ouble its usual force. ‘The navy was placed 
A velaate establishment and considerably enlarged. 
Lan, uteer force of 50,030 men, was authorised. 


8 {5 
Whet 
Of ter 


he declaration war, or, to adopt the title of the act | 


considerably exceed fifty millions of dollars, were grant- 
ed within the spice of a few wecks,—and it is to be 
feared that even this Jarge amount will all be required 
before the fiscal year ¢ xpires. 


which the president asked for, for carrying on the war, 
but in one of the four volunteer bills and joint resolu- 
tions enacted, itis said they have ordered payment to be 
made to volunteers, whether legally ordered into service 
or not. 


| plan of conducting a foreign war by the principle agen- 
|cy of VOLUNTEER FORCES, at a less expence, and with 


method, is to be tested. 
| these points were Jong since expressed. We have met 
with nothing yet to induce a change of opinion. We 
would most giadly be spared the proof, by a speedy and 
honorable adjustment of afl existing difficulties wiih 
Mexico. 

One other feature has distinguished the first session 
of the twenty-ninth congress, scarcely of less interest 
to the people of this country than the preservation of 
peace with Great Britain or the declaration and _prose- 
cution of a war against Mexico, and that is— 


American manufucwures, the repeal of the tariff of 1842, 
and the substitution of an ad valorem revenue tariff, 

which by iis provisions, invites as large an importation 
| of foreign merchandise as can be induced, for the sake 
of deriving a revenue to the government, and without 
| any countervailing provisions for insuring a reciprocity 
| of trade from toreign powers. 

In connection with the foregoing measure, and ex- 
pressly for the purpose of further accommodations to 
| importers, the warehouse sys'em is introduced, and has 

already commenced its efficient operation. 
The new tariff very materially diminishes duties upon 
goods imported. The experiment will be tested, whether 








' 


opinion have been expressed by statesmen and by men 

of business as to the issue. Our own impression is, that 

alter the drawback operation between this and the 
| commencement of the operation of the new tariff bill, 
| the country will be inundated with goods “dog cheap” 
| from Europe,—that the revenue will of course be iarge, 
—until the specie that is now in the country and the credit 
that has been retrieved during the operation of the tariff 
of 1842, are both drained off for the balance of trade; a 
short time only will be required to accomplish this; then 
poverty comes into play, and the people and the govern- 
ment will suffer together. 

In association with these important modifications of 
the whole policy of the country, is the re-enactment of 
the sub-treasury system, with provisions for exacting 
| payment from and after the Ist of January, 1847, in 
gold and silver only, of all sums payably to the go- 
vernment, and an entire disconnection of the govern- 
ment from banks, 

Tue Smirusonian Institute, has been established by 
enactment. and will at length go into operation. [t hap- 
pens unfortunately that the bill fails to make any appro- 
priation for erecting the requisite buildings. Much may 
be done however, preparatory to such an expenditure. 

Acts, under which senators and representatives from 
Texas took their seats in congress, and that State was 
added to the constellation of the Union, were passed. 

Acts by virtue of which it is probable two additional 
States will forthwith send senators and representatives 
to congress, were also enacted, which acts were said to 
be acceptable to the statesmen of both lowa and Wis- 
consin. 

Besides the above enactments, the two houses passed 
/and sent to the president for his signature— 

The river and harbor bill, and 

The French spoliation bill, 
both of which the president returned with his veto, and 
they were lost. 

THE TWO MILLIONS BILL. 


{the treasury for this reduction. Great differences of 
| 








The substance of the confi- 


| dential communication from the president which occu | 

| pi nu the » with closed doors for | 

pied the attention of the senate with closed doors for | rp 

several days just before the close of the sessjon, was de- | here are, we regret to say, complaints of the ap- 


veloped by the president’s message to congress, which 
we insert, asking fortwo millions of dollars to be used 
in procuring a satisfactory peace with Mexico. Some 
remarks of the press upon the history of this important 
proposition will also be found in this number. ‘The bill 
passed the house of representatives, but with such an 
amendment thereto, as rendered it unpalatable to those 
that proposed the bill, and they voted against its pas- 


twelve millions in another, and in various bills, of an | 


Not only have congress voted all the appropriations | 


Whether the president will be more fortunate in his | 


more efficiency, than has ever yet been achieved by such | 
Our own convictions as to | 


The abandonment of the system of protection to | 


the increase in amount of importations will compensate | 


A final decision was evaded, and the bill failed. 
_ The Cherokee treaty bill had passed both houses, but 
‘failed to receive the signature of presiding officers in 
time, 
| The post office and post route bill, after passing both 
houses, in some form, also failed at the the last moment 
|(o be consummated, very much, it is said, to the gratifi- 
cation of those engaged in that department. The law 
remains as it was, and no new routes are authorised. 
CLosing a sesston. No one that-has had an opportu- 
| nity of observing the mannerin Wauich business 1s usu- 
ally conducted within the few last .ours of sessions that 
| are to terminate at a given moment, whether of the le- 





| gislatures of the states, or of the general government, 
, cao be otherwise than alarmed at the manifest danger to 
, Which the puBLIc wELFarg is in those eventful moments 
exposed. It almost invariably happens that many of the 
| Most Important measures of the session are procrasti- 
inated to the last moment. Such for imstance, on this 
| occasion, was the case with the general appropriation 
bills, which escaped “by the very skin of their teeth.” 
| As the fina] hour approaches, confusion seems to grow 
| every moment more confounded, as all the measures then 
/In transitu are huddled together. ‘The legislature in- 
| stead of preserving its character of a deliberative body, 
at these times more resembles a mob. No man can tell 
the impulse that will control the next moment in rela- 
/tion to any proposition whatever. 

This very state of confusion is not unfrequently sought 
for and availed of, to accomplish measures, that so long 
as membcrs ‘ook time toreflect on cy retained a cool judg- 
ment,never could be accomplished. Measures that under 
investigation have become utterly hopeless, take this last 
expedient for success. An artful advocate contrives to 
hurry many a measure through the forms of legislation 
without one in twenty of the members being in the least 
aware of its import, or perhaps of its passage. ‘The case 
should be indeed of the very last necessity, that would 
authorise a legislature to entertain at such a moment, 
an original and highly important proposition. 





FOREIGN. | 





GREAT BRITAIN. 

| _The steamer Great Western ief(t Liverpool on the 
25th of July, and reached New York on the 10th in- 
Stant. 

The weather.—From the 19th to the 25th of July, 
“there have been numerous showers of rain, and 
although the atmosphere has been cool, we believe 
it has not been unfavorable to the ripening of the 
crops, which in this neighborhood look well and pro- 
mise to be very abundant’” 

The “Jearned blacksmith,” Mr. Elihu Burritt, con- 
tinues to excife much attention in England. He has 
been lecturing successfully in Manchester. 

The National Tribute to Mr. Cobden was progress. 
ing satisfactorally. Over £50,000 had been sub- 
scribed, 

“The Sarah Sands,” a new iron steamer of 1,350 
tons, was to be Jaunched on the 8th inst. She is ine 
_ tended for C. W. Thompson, of New York, to run 

between Liverpool and that port. 

The potato disease, has reappeared in various parts 
of England and Ireland. ‘Mention is made im the 
| journals, from nearly every district of lreland, that 
| the potato rot has appeared in this year’s crop; and 
| many of them express the most gloomy apprehen- 
sions of the result. The county of Cork would ap- 
| pear to be peculiarly visited with this scourge. A 
correspondent of the Cork Reporter, says—“The 
| potato crop is entirely destroyed in Crookhaven, and 
arourd four miles. The people are in an absolute 
state of bewilderment. The blast has been near] 
universal; and such 1s the effect, that the stalk and 
/stems thus blasted break off quite rotten like, and 
the young potatoes, that were found, are mostly black. 
| All the change has taken place within the last fort- 
night; until then every thing seemed promising.” — 








pearance of the disease in England and on the Con- 
linent, but we trust that an allwise Providence 
may avert the further spread of such a dire dis- 
aster. 

On such occasions there is a natural tendency to 
create alarm and magnify the evil. Under the in- 
fluence of the fear which prevailed at the time, 





sage. ‘I'ho bill reached the senate only a few hours 

before the session closed. It now involved ia ad- | 
dition to other highly important considerations, that of | 
the slave question, as well as that of additional territory | 
to be alded to the Union. Grave topics to be decided | 
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Peel was enabled to pass his biil for the repeal of 
the corn laws; but the evil proved Jess serious than 
timid people apprehended, and the’ minister was 
charged with furthering the delusion. On ali such 
occasions selfishness combines with aa amiable pbi- 
lanthropy toalarm the public, The result, however, 
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in the present instance, has been to increase the de- 
mand for Indian wheat, and necessarily to improve 
the price. Ireland will be the recepient of a large 
quantity of Indian wheat, and to the starved pea- 
santry of that unfortunate country, when they be- 
come used to it, it cannot fail to prove a God- 
send.” 


The price of “Indian wheat,” by which name they 
have christened our Indian corn, had improved in 
consequence of the disease in potatoes. Say ls. to 
6d. per quarter. 


Tue Cotron Marker, has been spiritless during 
the week. ‘It feels the general depression which 

revailed—prices can hardly be said to have altered, 
but the tone of spinners and dealers is influenced by 
the stagnation.” The Liverpool cotton market re- 
port for the week ending the 24th, says: “The great 
subject of interest for us now is the state and pros- 
pects of the Manchester trade, and the rate of con- 
sumption generally. Under this point we have less 
reason for satisfaction than might have been hoped 
for. Not only are the profits of spinning and man- 
ufacturing greatly decreased, but have become in 
some cases non-remunerative; added to which, the 
facility of sale is greatly abridged, even at much 
reduced rates. From this cause our market has 
been less spirited and flatter than it otherwise would 
have been, and, we may say, has been under consi- 
derable check. A different and improved state of 
things in Manchester would now be very sensibly 
felt amongst us in Liverpool generally. For this 
improvement it appears that we must wait, hoping 
that the good promise of an abundant harvest may 
contribute somewhat to the desired end. Prices re- 
main nearly as before, with a slight tendency up- 
wards. 3,000 American and 400 Surats have been 
taken on speculation, and 2,700 American, 450 Per- 
nams, and 50 Madras for export. Sales to-day, 5,000 
to 6,000 bales. The sales of the week amount to 


6,710 bales.” 


Frovr anp Wnaeat.—Liverpool, July 24th,— 
Brown, Shipley & Co., write, Liverpool, July 25th. 
Transactions limited—prices merely sustained. 

Though the weather has been and continues ra- 
ther unsettled here, it appears to have been favora- 
ble for the progress of the harvest in the southern 


districts and a farther decline has taken place in the | 


London corn market and our own is also rather 
lower. Western flour 25 a 26s. chiefly 25s. 6d. per 
bbl., and Philadelphia and Baltimore 24s. a 24s. 6. 
per bbl. Sour 22s. a 223. 6d.; wheat 63. a 7s. per 
70 Ibs. Indian corn, however, has advanced from 
the late depression in consequence of the potatoe 
disease having again shown itself in the growing crop 
yn some districts in Ireland, and yellow may now be 
quoted 28 a 29s. and white 29 a 30s. per quarter.— 
The duty on wheat is now 6s. per quarter, and on 
flour 3s. 6d. per bbl. 

London, July 24.—Free foreign wheat held at 
easier rates. The greater part of this article now 
unconsumed is of inferior quality, injured by long 
continuance in the warehouses. ° 


with the reputation of the brands. At yesterday’s 
market the wheat trade remained dull, and so few 
transactions took place that prices were nominally 
the same as those current on Monday. Floating 
cargoes of Indian corn were in request for shipment 
to Ireland, and 1s. dearer. 


Provisions.—Little change has occurred in the 
value of American provisions since the sailing of 
the Hibernia; at the same time a fair amount of bu- 
siness is being done in beef, but pork has only a 
sluggish demand; the lower qualities of both are 
inquired after. ‘Ihe value of grease butter has de- 


Newly arrived | 


American flour is in good demand at prices varying | to accept the expression of our high esteem, and our 


may be quoted 2s. 6d. per ton lower. The follow- 
ing are the present quotations;—merchant bar £8 
15s.; best rolled £10 15s.; nail rod £9 10s.; hoop 
£10 15s.; sheet £11 15s.; No. 1 Scotch pig £4 Qs. 6d.; 
No. 3 ditto £4. 

In 1843, the quantity of iron made weekly in North 
and South Staffordshire was 520 tons; the make now 
amounts to 1,530 tons. 


W oo.t.—The sales of foreign and colonial wool in 
London exhibit on the middling and inferior kinds, a 
decline of 2d. per Ib. as compared with the previous 
sales. Other descriptions have receded about 1d.— 
These sales influence the market in other parts of the 
country. The impression amongst the trade in the 
north of England is, that prices are not likely to sink 
below the present rates—an opinion which a short 
time will test. 


Tue App.e Crop, is said to have generally failed 
throughout Europe. 

Tue Hon. Louis M’Lane.—In the ‘European 
Times” which went out by the steamship Hibernia, : 
on the 19th, we stated that Mr. M’Lane had con- 
veyed to Liverpool the ratified Oregon treaty for 
despatch by that steamer to the United States. The 
Liverpool Chamber of Commerce took the advantage 
of the minister’s visit to this port by presenting the 
following address on Monday, the 20th. 

“To His Excellency Louis McLane, Esq., Minister 
Plenipotentiary from the United States of America to 
Great Britain. 

“Sin—The American Chamber of Commerce of 
Liverpool desire to express to you the high sense 
which they entertain of the value and importance of 
the exertions which you have recently made for 
maintaining friendly relations between Great Britain 
and the United States. The merchants of Liverpool] 
have read with great pleasure, and heartily concur 
in the opinion which Lord Aberdeen, in his place in 
parliament, expressed of the services which you 
have rendered to your own country and to ours.— 
Although the consciousness of having labored to pro- 
mote the welfare of mankind, is in itself a great re- 
ward, it cannot fail to afford you additional pleasure 
to learn that those who have anxiously watched the 
progress of the negotiations, now happily terminated, 
have duly appreciated the patience, ability, and 
temper by which your conduct has been distinguish- 
ed. Whilst you have carefully maintained the honor 
of the United States, you have largely contributed to | 
save both nations from the horrors of war. The 
highest renown belongs to such labors, and their true 
value will not be measured by the successful termi- 
nation of the Oregon question alone. 

“The example which has been set by the states- 
men of the two great nations thus settling by discus- 
sion and in a spirit of moderation and justice, dis- 
putes of long standing, and, from peculiar circum- 
stances, of the gravest political importance, is of in- 
estimable value to the world. Entertaining for your 
character the most sincere respect, and particularly 
for this portion of it which we have observed in your 
intercourse with our own government, we beg you 


best wishes for your continued health and happiness. 

*‘ Liverpool, 20th July, 4846.” 

Mr. McLane appeared greatly pleased with so 
gratifying a compliment, emanating from that im- 
portant body, and expressing, as it did, the strong 
feelings of respect entertained for his character, and 
of the high sense of the efficient services render- 
ed, both to America and England, in the peaceful 
settlement of this question, of which Lord Aberdeen 
had also previously in the house of lords, borne ho- 
norable testimony. To this address, Mr. McLane 
made the following reply— 

‘‘Although I must ask you to be content with a 








clined, 50s. only being afforded for it at public sale. 


The price of cheese has also receded, the inferior 
qualities here not being in demand. Fine Jard, in 
kegs, is wanted, and brought 39s. 9d.; other qualities 
sold at former prices. 


Rice.—A large business has been done at improy- 
ing rates, 9,000 bags having been sold at 11s 6d. to 
lls. 9d. for broken, and 12s. 3d, to 14s. for ordinary 
to very good white Bengal. Among the sales were 
100 tierces Carolina at 223. to 24s. per cwt. 


Jnon.—During the last three weeks there has been 


brief acknowledgement of the address you have 
kindly made to me, and of the flattering estimate you 
|have been pleased to place upon the services it was 
_in my power to render during the recent negotiations 
to which you refer, | beg you to be assured that I 
am not the less grateful for your approbation of my 
conduct. To no one can the result which has so hap 
pily crowned these negotiations give greater satis- 
faction than it has done to me; and I never doubted 
that | could not render a more patriotic service to 
my own country, or one more acceptable or of great- 
er importance to the world at large, than by con- 





considerable animation in the trade. Large orders 
have been given out, particularly for rails, and the 
prospects of : 

few days some apprehensions has been evinced as to 
the ability of the present government to get through 
their measures with respect to the equalisation of 
the sugar duties, and the possibility of an immediate 
general election. This has operated on the funds, 
and has had a depressing effect on the prices of most 
staple articles. Manufactured iron, notwithstand- 
ing, is firm, pig iron, within the last seven days, 


the trade are good. During the last | 


tributing any assistance in my power towards the 
| preservation of peace, upon honorable terins, between 
two kindred nations, whose prosperity I believe to be 
intimately interwoven with each other. 

“If it be not a reproach, I have always thought it 
was to be lamented that the peace of two such na- 
tions, with so many motives to encourage and so few 
to disturb it, should have been so often and seriously 
threatened by causes which, when subjected to the 


“Upon the present occasion, while I must bear a, 
ple testimony to the amicable policy and good {;; 
of my own government, it affords me unfeigned , 
tisfaction to confess that to the sincere and unway 
ing desire of peace, if to be honorably maintajnes 
and to the manly, straight-forward temper with whj, 
the negotiations were conducted by the distinguis,, 
minister to whom you have referred, is the resy)t 
be in no small degree attributed. 

“I agree with you, gentlemen, in thinking that y 
temper manifested by both nations in the settle, 
of the question ought to be an example to the wo 
at large, and, may I not add, that it affords a y 
guarantee of the cordial amity by which our fyty 
intercourse will be distinguished. It is gratifying 
reflect that the terms upon which the question, at, 
time apparently so critical, has been adjusted, hy 
been generally satisfactory to the governments, ; 
the people of both countries, leaving nothing beh; 
to disturb the harmony of our future relations. {| 
also worthy of congratulation, that by the cony 
tion recently concluded the only remaining quest) 
growing out of the treaty of 1783 has been fing 
settled, and that hereafter our people, though of , 
parate nations, acknowledging a common origin, 
history, speaking the same language, alike boas) 
constitutional liberty, regulated by law, and iy 
mately associated in commerce and the arts, y 
start forward ina new career of intercourse, wij 
out apprehension from any ancient cause of prejuii 
or ill-will. No one, I assure you, more ferver 
hopes that the future may remain as free from, 
cause of disagreement.” 


W. Brown, Esq., M. P., for South Lancashire, 
of the late Alexander Brown, Esq., of Baltimore. 
American minister, Mr. McLane, was the guest 
Mr. Brown, at his elegant villa, Richmond Hill, 
Liverpool, and was entertained there until { 
election for South Lancashire. The last named ey 
took place on the morning of the Qist inst., wh 
there being no opposition, Mr. Brown was retun 
as member for this division of the country. 

This high dignity has been earned by Mr. Broy 
integrity as a merchant and respectability as am 
Our Western readers know enough of English pj 
tics to be aware that a seat for a county is an ho 
to which few but those of aristocratic connexij 
and great social standing can aspire. The cwy 
constituency has hitherto been regarded as belo 
ing exclusively to the great aristocratic families 
South Lancashire, whether as regards wealth, or 
fluence, or numbers, or talent, is at the head of 
English counties. Even West Yorkshire pales 
fore its giant greatness. Of this great division 
Brown is now the representative, and the dignil 
no Jess creditable to those who conferred thay 
him who has earned it. 

With the exception of the United States, the 
not a country in the world, with “ample room 
verge enough,’? except England, to creale su 
man as Mr. Brown. He is typical of a great fag 
the living embodied representative of the unpara 
progression of the two countries we have nai 
He exhibits by his success in Jife—by the spied 
his fortune and the unsought dignity of his honot 
that commerce does more than the sword—carve 
way to greatness without the infliction of ap 
without iniury to a human creature. Such aca 
disarms jealousy. Jt does more, it scatters cod 
and happiness around with a prodigal hand. 

Tre New Ministry anp THE Sugar Doris 
the house of commons, Lord John Russel! broughi! 
ward his promised measure in relation to the sugat 
ties—the measure which, it is generally supposed, 
determine whether he can carry on the governll 
without resorting to a dissolution of parliament 4 
new election. In the opening of his speech he 
skilful use of two great facts—the importation of ¢ 
from the Unned States and tie adinission of sugar 
certain slave-holding countries under treaties conta 
the most favored nation elause—showing that by 
facts the anti-slavery principle, which lies at the {0 
tion of the discriminating duties on sugar, was bt 
and virtually nullified. 

Lord John Russell’s plan is simple enough. The 
sent duty on slave grown sugar is 63 shillings; on! 
free grown 23 shillings and 4 pence; he proposes 
the duty on all foreign sugar, whether slave 
grown, shall be on a diminishing scale, as follows 

From 5th July, 1846, to 5th July, 1847 21s! 

5th July, 1847, to 5th July, 1848 203 

5th July, 1848, to 5th July, 1849 158 

5th July, 1849, to 5th July, 1850 Lis’ 

5th July, 1850, to 5th July, 1851 108 
And from the 5th July, 1851, a similar duty of 14" 
applied to all muscovado sugars; that is, that # 
course of five years there be an equalization of the# 
ties. 

This is on muscovado sugars only. Sinilar reduam 
are to take place on refined sugars and molasse* 

Sir Robert Pee] was in the house, but took no P 








management of calm reason and honarable dealing, 
would immediately disappear. 


the debate, except by asking a few questions.“ 
noted that he touk the seat usually occupied by 
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ust bear ay of the opposition, and which had been occupied, since 
1d good fai his resignation, by Sir James Grabam. 






Wiitram B. Snownook, to be collector of the cus- | 


toms for the district, and inspector of the revenue for 





“= 


The country to belong to the whole people, and a pa” 
tent given by the U. States. 


i Sir. Geo. Bentick, the leader of the protectionists, : ‘ ; rs -. * 
pened UM vowed opposition to the measure, declaring that heand the port of Chicago, in the State of Illinois. _ The treaty of 1835 to be carried out literally; and 
| Ss jis friends would consent neither to the admission of James Hewson, to be collector of the customs for | in-as-much as the Western Cherokees were nut pro | 
ined 















ar with whis 
distinguish, 
the result 


king that ¢, 


ave grown sugar nor to the withdrawal of protection 
from the West India interests. a 

[t will be seen that the country party, or protectionists, 
pave declared opposition to the Russell ministry on the 
sugar question. ‘The West India interest will also op 
nose, Of Course; and the anti slavery party will put forth 


the district, and inspector of the revenue for the port 
of Newark, in the State of New Jersey, vice Archer 
Gifford, whose commission expired. 

Srras A. Comstock, to benaval officer for the dis- 
trict of Providence, in the State of R. Island, vice Mo- 


vided forin that instrument, the U. States now agree 
_to indemnify them, and pay them per capita, the same 
'as the Eastern Cherokees. 


_ ‘The party Who made the treaty of 1835 are to be 
indemnified for certain losses sustained by them. 





he settleme their mightiest efforts, as indicated by the protest of |ses Richardson, removed. All improper expenditures out of the Cherokee 
to the wormMessrs. Sturge, ipapent. Lushington, Lg &c., and Bexyamin B. Leavert, to be surveyor and inspec- | fund are to be refunded; certain points are submitted 
affords a gy pe napegenp ten id f eh Steyn “ be Ts egg d tor of the revenue for the port of Eastport, in the State | to the liberality of the Senate. 

ch our futy ptiOn and the fata of the ministry is in the hands of of Maine, vice Micajah Hawks, removed. The President of the U. S. approved the treaty be- 

















s gratifying 
lestion, ata 


sir Robert Peel, with his 112 personal supporters and 
dherents. 


If they go with Lord Joha Russell his mea- 


Exisna Taytor, to be register of the land office for | 
the district of lands subject to sale at Detroit, in the | 


fore it was signed by the Commissioners and the del- 
egations, and submitted it to the Senate. 

















\djusted, halle probably will be carried; if they go against him, or | State of Michigan. in the place of Robert A. Forsvth. | ’ mhater 30 taletil : : 
aethont : wit Ditseitcde: teens ice hina. toe how sioxat Wil . i uiga , in the place o ‘0 vert A. I rsyth, | The treaty it is believed w as duly ratified, but the 
biblex beni ill probably be defeated, and parliament will be dis- tm paymasier in the army of the Bases, 6 for carrying out the provisions of the treaty itis 
| : : tates. deeply to be regretted, failed at the very last st 
lations. ved. ply g » fe y last stage 
; the ae The London Standard, by the way, affirms that 90 of | Atrrep Marsuatt, to be collector of the cusioms|to be consumated before the session of Congress 
iniog quedl fir Robert Peel's 112 have formally renounced him; | for the district and inspector of the revenue for the | closed. Exceeding great hardship will be experien- 
is been fing Ye do not “sity Weary S70, toni seeunginciay Was | port of Belfast, in the State of Maine in the place of | ced in consequence. 
though of ees or on what evidence the Standard makes its a8-| Wothaniel M. Lowney, rejected. ab aenas 
non origin FRANCE. CONSULS. ‘WAR WITH MEXICO 
. . : xa ilies _- if ° 
alike boast The elections seemed to engross the entire attention |. George W. Ellis, of Massachusetts, for Bombay, 
law, and ins the press and the people of France. ns in the place of Q. C. Alexander, resigned. : Res 
the arts, n John W. Mulligan, of N. York, for Athens,in the The brig Empresario, the steamer New York, and 


recourse, wil 
se of prejud 
nore ferven 












THE HARVEST. Our private letters express surprise 
tthe hight to which prices are kept up in the various 
arketsin France. ‘From every quarter” says these 
ters, ‘we hear of the admirable quality, and the more 


placeof G. A. Perdicaris, resigned. 
Jorgen A. Flood, of Norway, for Porsgrund, in 
Norway, in the place of Jorgen Flood, resigned. 


the schooner Native, all reached New Orleans on 
the Ist from Galveston and the seat of war—bring- 
ing a number of volunteers that had been discharged 




















































, . : ; > , under orders from government. 
free from Mihin ordinary produce, of the corn crops this year. In Francies W. Cragin, of N. Hampshire, for Para-| perg by the New York re Col Pr ite Me =! 
week from the present day the entire of the harvest| maribo. in Surinam. inthe place of Levi Bixby. re- | & id 2. a - Morgan, Capt. Hol- 
uth of Paris, (with the exception of oats in some dis-| _.” q ? rp A pia ig ys |ton, and Lieut. Alvord, of the U. States army; Col. 
Lancashire, @ircts), will have been cut, saved and housed. In Pi- | ene. mi 2 ‘ Narks, Adj. Hunter, Lieut. Harris, of the Andrew 
jallimore. urdy and in Normandy the rye and barley are all safe, | William Carroll, for the Isle of France, in the Jackson regiment, Louisiana volunteers; Col. Dakin, 
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|Maj. McCall, Capts. Fowles and Clark, and Lieut. 
efinest since 1511, exceeding in quantity that of 1834.” shoe oan? of e-7%; renmon’ ane Walton, Lieut. 
Another account gays that—The harvest in the south | rT ee ee re ten as 4) | col entae? Maj. Breedlove, and Dr. Wilson, of the 
Gg a a nitadinstan, the sotihe eae | An act io establisn The Smithsonian Institution fos the | Washington. 
eae os very satisfactory: The extraordinary | increase and diffusion of knowledge among men,” ap- !he Empresario brought back Capt. Desha’s com- 
pat of the temperature in June and July has causeda| Proved August 10th, 1846. pany of Alabama volunteers, who have been ordered 
nable deficiency in the crops.” ‘ THE BOARD OF REGENTS. to New Orleans, to be mustered out of the service, 
rsa ‘meni ar tag | According to the provisions of the law,a board, | in compliance with the instructions of the war de- 
Age 00. ne pe quantity of a - 173 ™ ese consisting of fifteen persons, three of whom are ex- | partment. Six additional companies of Alabama 
haa on ae py ae | officio, three are senators of the United States, ap- |Volunteers and the St. Louis Legion are to be dis- 
) sterling.) pointed by the president of the senate, three mem- | banded. The regiment of Cols. Peyton and Fea- 
The Psyche French frigate will leave Brest shortly bers of the house of representatives, appointed by | therston are not recognized by the department as at- 
t Mexico, to convey thither the new French plenipo-| the speaker of the house, and six cilizens at large, | tached to the service. Not a single company, and 
ntiary. two of them residents of Washington and members | very few of the men had accepted the alternative 
EAST INDIES~AND CHINA. of the National Institute. _ | Offered to them by the department, of enlisting for 
Caleutta dates to the 20:h June, and Canton to the The appointments having been made, according | twelve months. ‘ 
th May, were received ove rland. A fearful accident | © the several modes prescribed, why follows: | A number of fine artillery companies arrived at 
id occurred during a hurricane at Loodianah, on the The Vice Present of the United States. | the Brazos before the departure of the Empresario. 
thot May. The barracks there were biown down, The Cuier Justice of the United States. |Gen. Smith, with the 3d and 4th regiments U. S. 
hd 84 men, women and children of her Majesty’s 59th The Mayor of the city of Washington. i Infantry, had proceeded to Camargo. Brig. Gen. 
iment had perished; 135 have been wounded, and Representative Rozerr Date Owen, of Indiana. Hamer was to be left in command at Matamoros, 
' privates are missing. The ship Bombay Castle, Representative Wm. J. Hoven, of N. York. | with a regiment of volunteers and a supply of artil- 
i Frazer, was totally destroyed by fire on the 25th tepresentative Henay W. Hivuiarp, of Ala. _lery to garrison the ports. Gov. Henderson, at the 
year Sh Pda Pa 9 ae oe greitongy yw nd Rurus Cnoare, of Massachusetts. _last accounts, was lying dangerously ill at Matamo- 
5 eshte of ehers. - The = ey t  eaid ill te Gipeon Hawtey, of New You kk. (TOS, little hope was entertained of his recovery. 
en. Up anconditonally. Ricuarp Rusu, of Pennsylvania. | ‘The propeller Massachusetts arrived at the Brazos 
Wituitam C. Preston, of South Carolina. }on the 26th ult. The brig Crusoe struck on Brazos 


nd much of the wheat in progress of reaping. The | place of Robert P. D. Silver, resigned. 
ratoes will turn out well. The vintage promises to be | : 


| States, the 
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of the unparagiThe ship Matilda arrived at Liverpool from Shanghae , ; . . 

we have otf d 40,000 Chinese bricks on cud A previous im- ALEX. DaLLAs Bacue, vf Washington. | bar in going over, and upon making the landing she 
yy the splendiriation of 15,009 bricks had taken place a few days Joserit G. ToTTEN, _ _ , Unfortunately sunk. The clerk of the New York re- 
y of his hovommore. a eh The regents are required by the law to meet In | ports that he saw on the 29th the bark Lazan, hence 
sword—carveamADaGascar. Private letters received at Paris give a | the city of Washington on the first Monday in Sep- | for Brazos Santiago, ashore ten miles to the east of 
iction of ap ailed account of a horrible massacre of some French | tember next, to enter on the duties of their appoint-! the Brazos. The troops on board were all saved.— 
Such a caf’ English at Madagascar. © ment. 'Her cargo consisted of government stores which 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS. — 


[We have not yet met with the names of the se- | Were all saved; the vessel was a total loss. 
nators appointed as regents. ] | Nothing was known of the movements of the 
'Mexican forces. Letters from the city of Mexico 
| stated that Paredes was to leave the capital to join 
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APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 


Ralph J. Ingersoll, of Connecticut, envoy extraordi- 


}and minister plenipotentiary to Russia, in the 
e of Charies S. Todd, recalled. 

saac H, Bronson, judge of the U. States district 
tt for Florida. 

oseph Williams, associate judge of the supreme 


itt in lowa, his former commission having expired. 


handler C. Yonge, United States attorney for 


pridy. 
Poseph B. Browne, U. 8S. marshall for Florida. 


amson Gillet, of N, York register of the treasury. 


Treaty with the Pottowatamies. A treaty with the 
Pottowatamie Indians is published in the Washington 
Union of Thursday evening. Bv this treaty the pos- 
sessory right of the Pottowatamies to some six-millions 
of acres of land is extinguished—five millions of valu- 
able land lying between the Missouri and Mississippi, 
west of the State of lowa and north of the State of 
Missouri, and one million of acres on the Osage river 
west of the latter State. The State of lowa will by 
this treaty gain a front on the Missouri river of several 
hundred miles, andthat State and the U. States ob- 
tain possession of five millions of fruitful and saleable 
land, towards which a larg emigration has already 
been directed, | 


the army on the 29th ult. 


The following paragraphs are from the American 
Flag and Matamoros Reveille. 


Murder.—A dragoon by the name of McCormick, 
belonging to L) company, 2d dragoons, was shot on 
Wednesday afternoon, by Matthew Ryan, and died 
immediately. The green—cyed monster is said to 
have been the cause. Ryan has sloped. 


Another.—A man was on Thursday found dead, 
about three miles up the river; supposed to be a non- 
commissioned officer of some volunteer company. 

A gentleman arrived in town yesterday from Mon- 
clova, direct, and in a remarkably short time, pass- 
ing through Candala, Tiaseala, Villa, Altama, Sabi- 


947 21s Vm. C. Bouck, of N. Y. assistant treasurer of the —— nas, Mier, Camar go, and Reynosa, and states that 
848 208 atec . ‘ os : ‘ everything was perfectly quiet on the route, and that 
849 j33 fm tes at the city of N. York. Cherokee treaty. The Commissioners appointed to |). people are expecting the approach of our arm 
350 173 Vm. Laval, of $. Carolina, assistant treasurer of | investigate the Cherokee difficulties have closed their | He learned on the road that there had been no cl 
B51 1584 U. S. at Charleston. labors, and the three delegations signed a treaty on! ther arrival of troops at Monterey. 
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try Hubbard, of N. Hampshire, assistant treas- 
% the U. S. at Boston. 
‘orge Penn, of Missouri, assistant treasurer of the 


led States at St. Louis. 


ste Burrows, reappointed surveyor and inspec- 
the revenue for the port of Middletown, in the 
of Connecticut. 





ee er 


Thursday for the adjustment ofthe difficultes among 


the U. States, the terms of which are as follow: 
A general amnesty between all partics, and refugees 


themselves, and the settlement of ali their affairs with | 


At Monclova letters had been received stating that 
Paredes had arrived at San Louis Potosi at the head 


‘of 9,000 men, but having received despatches, by 


express, countermarched his command, and proceed- 


invited earnestly to return to their country. The arm- | ed to retrace his steps to the city of Mexico. The 
ed police to bedisbanded, &. Laws to be enacted reason of this sudden bout-face is only fo be attri- 





for the equal protection of all. 
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| buted to some pronunciamento at the capital. 
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A new company has been formed for the protec- 
tion of the country bordering on the Nueces. They 
leave here to-morrow or next day for Corpus Chris- 
ti. A large portion of the men comprising this com- 
pany were attached to Captain Bell’s corps of ‘Cor. 
pus Christi Rangers,” lately disbanded, and are re- 
turning to their old cruising ground to hold in check 
the Camanche Indians and marauding Mexicans.— 
The following officers have been chosen by the com- 
pany: M. B. Gray, captain; Dewitt Lyons, Ist lieu- 
tenant; John Castleman, 2d lieutenant; W. B. Sayer, 
orderly sergeant. A good company and well offi. 
cered. 

The Washington regiment passed here on the 2lst 
instant, on board of the steamer J. E. Roberts, en route 
for New Orleans. Desha’s Mobile volunteers were 
on the same boat, returning to their homes. The 
Jackson regiment follows down to-day or to-mor- 
row, and New Orleans and Mobile must be prepar- 
ed to welcome the return of their brave citizen sol- 
diers. Although they return without having en- 
countered their country’s foe in battle, still they are 
deserving all the honors which would have greeted 
them had they returned the victors of many a hard 
fought field. They have endured all the hardships 
of a campaign, and had there been an enemy to op- 
pose them, honor and glory would have been won 
equal to that which crowns the heroes of Palo Alto 
and Reseca de la Palma. 

The health of Matamoros is good. The news 

from the interior of Texas is devoid of interest.— 
The Indians about Austin, are at their old game of 
horse stealing. 
- The beach, some forty miles east of Galveston, 
‘was covered with fragments of a wreck, supposed to 
be a steamer driven ashore on her way from New 
Orleans to the Rio Grande. Nothing was discover- 
ed indicating the name of the boat, or the fate of 
those on board. 

The pilot boat Black Hawk was lost a few days 
since while attempting to relieve a vessel which had 
been out several days and unable to enter the port 
of Galveston. A negro man on board the pilot boat 
was drowned. 

The shooner Virginia left Brazos St. lago the 13th 
ultimo, for New Orleans, but was compelled by 
strong easterly winds, to put into Galveston. The 
schooner Vesta which left Galveston, with Captain 
Sheffield and 20 or 30 volunteers, returned on the 
24th ultimo, without having been able to reach Bra- 
zos St. Jago. The ship Sea, which left the Brazos 
on the 20th for New Orleans, went ashore at Aran- 
sas Pass that night. She was got off without much 
injury and reached Galveston on the 29th. On board 
the Sea were Capt. Knowlton, of the first U.S. ar- 
tillery, who, together with six or eight volunteers 
and two regular soldiers, (discharged on account of 


The regiment under the command of Gen. Smith | 
will be prepared for embarkation in such order as he 
may prescribe. The other regiments will embark 
after Gen. Smith’s command, and in the order they 
joined the army. 

At the same time, the department of war has 
found itself under the necessity of ordering the dis- 
charge of the above regiments and companies, it 
makes provision for the retention of such as may be 
willing to serve for twelve months, or during the 
war. Under the act of May 13th, 1846, any compa- 
nies or battalions that may offer for such period will 
be received by the commanding general and duly 
mustered into service. The organization of a com- 
pany will be 1 captain, 1 first lieutenant, 1 second 
lieutenant, 4 sergeants, 4 corporals, 2 musicians, and 
a number of privates not Jess than 64 men, or more 
than 80. 


Individual volunteers who may desire to remain 
with the army for employment in the quartermas- 
ter’s department, or elsewhere, wil! be permitted to 
do so, being mustered absent when the rolls are 
made up in New Orleans. 

In thus executing the orders of the war depart- 
ment to discharge a large number of patriotic vol- 
unteers, the commanding generai would do violence 
to his feelings were he to omit the expression of re- 
gret that these brave men have been disappointed in 
their wish to meet the enemy, and must now under 
an inevitable necessity be discharged from the ser- 
vice. The general cannot forget that with an enthu- 
siasm seldom exhibited in any country, they were 
the first to flock to his standard when he was me- 
naced with a superior force. That with a generous 
disregard of seif they sacrificed the highest personal 
interests to aid in sustaining the reputation of the 
American arms. 

‘The prompt and gallant movement to the seat of 
war will be held in grateful remembrance by their 
comrades in the regular service. The commanding 
general wishes them a safe voyage and happy return 
to their families and friends. 

By order of Maj. Gen. Tayzor: 
W. W.S. BLISS, Ass’t Adj’t Gen. 


In relation to the course pursued by the depart- 
ment of war in this case, the Louisiana journals of 
both parties are rather indignant. 

The New Orleans Courier, (a leading administra- | 
tion journal,) says—‘*Under whatever aspect we re- | 
gard the execution of this order form the government 
at Washington, it presents no circumstance whatev- 
er to justify the disbanding of our volunteers. If 
this measure be not a violation of a solemn and invi- 
olable contract, it does not the less reveal an absence 
of judgment onthe part of the department, and a 
lack of consideration and courtesy towards a state 








bud health,) came passengers on the Sarah. Capt. 


Knowlton has been ordered to Boscion to raise a com- | 


pany of artillery in accordance with the recent law 
requiring the companies to be increased from 63 (or 
oftener a much smaller number to which they have 
been reduced) to 100 men. Officers have also been 
sent on the same recruiting service from every regi- 
ment in the army. . 

Two full regiments of Texas cavalry are now or- 
ganized—the first under Col. Hays, the second under 
Col. Wood. One regiment of infantry is fully orga- 
nized—the three making about 2,000 men. 


THE ARMY OF OCCUPATION. 
VOLUNTEERS DISBANDED. 


General orders No. 61.] 
HeapquarTERs—Arnmy or Occupation, 
Matamoros, July 21, 1846. 

It having been decided by the war department that 
the Louisiana volunteers composing Gen. Smith’s 
brigade, the St. Louis Legion, aud the three compa- 
nies from Alabama under Capts. Desha, Platt, and 
Elmore, cannot be legally retained beyond the peri- 
od of three months, and a large number of them hav- 
ing expressed a wish for their discharge, they will 
be furnished as rapidly as possible with the transpor- 
tation to New Orleans, and will there be mustered 
out of service by Capt. McCall, 4th infantry, who is 
specially detailed for that duty. 





lt having been decided by the war depariment | 


that the regiments of Louisiana volunteers, com- 


manded by Cols. Peyton and Featherston, and the | 


battalion from Alabama, under Lieut. Col. Raiford, 
are not in service under any existing law, they will, 


agreeably to instructions from the secretary of war, | requisition of the commanding general and accepted | pathise with him, the noble hearted fellow, 


be transported to New Orleans, and then be muster- 
ed out oi service as above. 
The volunteer troops above indicated will] take 


their arms and acooutrements, knapsacks and haver- | exhicit revolting injustice, but bungling and blunder- | slob 
sacks to New Orleans, where they will be turned | ing incapacity. The volunteers are discharged pre- | Dobbins through the thickest of the fight, ral 

over to the proper depariment. Their camp equip- | cisely atthe time when they have learned enough of | musket at a Mexican, and would bh 
page of every kind will be turned over to the quar- | military tactics to prove essentially useful; when! through if the poor fellow had 


termaster at Brazos Island as they einbark. 


| which was the first to present itself upon the field of 
battle and to affront the danger of an implacable war, 
for the protection and defence of the rights of the 
entire nation.” 





The New Orleans Bee, (whig,) of the 3d instant, | 
says—'‘'The disbanding of the Louisiana volunteers, 
at the expiration of the months service, because | 
they do not thing proper to surrender themselves to | 
‘the fitful caprices of the war department, is one of | 
| those acts of high handed injustice which will pro- 
| voke the indignation of every man in the communi- 





ity, and which has already, in defiance of the re | 


straints of sarty, drawn down unmingled censure up- 


justice. 


acne > eee 


uated to the climate—in short, when they have been 
converted, by constant drilling, from raw 
disciplined soldiers. A more conclusive evidence of 
the unskillfulness and ignorance of Secretary Marcy 
need not be demanded. 


Militia into 


It is true that the alternative was proffered to the 
volunteers of renewing their term of service fo, 
twelve months, or of being packed home. There 


can be no doubt that the greater number of then 
would have been perfectly willing to enlist six 
months longer, or till the end of the war, an the ex. 
piration of the original time. We say there can bg 
no doubt of this, because we have heard the declara. 
tion repeatedly made by very many of these braye 


men who have returned. But disgusted and disap. 
pointed at the reception of an order that proves the 
little faith observed towards them by the authorities 
at Washington, they disdained to continue a service 


so utterly thankless, and which was repaid by such 


signal ingratitude. Foremost in flying to the rescue, 
first in their devotion to the country, they asked no. 
thing but the simple boon of an observance of {hg 


contract. This was denied them, and they were dis. 


missed—the victims of broken faith and reckless jp. 
In a few days Louisiana will be without 
representatives at the theatre of war. ‘The earliest 
in the field, she has been compelled, by the wretched 
policy of the war department, to be the first to with. 
draw her legions. What a guerdon for her patriot. 
ism, her sacrifices and her zeal!” 


-————— 


INCIDENTS OF THE BATTLE FIELD. 


The Maryland Line. A letter from Point Isabe] 
on the 2d inst., says: ‘There were four gentiemen 
from Baltimore in the battle of Palo Alto: the gal. 
lant and ill-fated Ringgold, who fell at the close ofa 
long fight, in which he did incalculable injury to the 
enemy: Capt. Magruder, who, when the Mexican 
army charged upon the square of the artillery batta- 
lion, then unsupported by any other battalion, seized 
a musket which had fallen from the hands of a man 
killed near him, and fighting with the soldiers in the 
ranks, assisted in repelling the charge: Lieut. Ran- 
dolph Ridgely, who, commanding two pieces, cast- 
ed to the assistance of the fifth infantry in square, 
when charged by the Mexican Red Lancers, and in 
the most gallant manner assisted that regiment in 
repulsing it; and Jastly, Mr. Lloyd Tilgwan, a gen 
tleman amateur, who graduated at West Point and 
resigned; but who, upon this occasion, reconnoitered 
the enemy's whole line before the battle, and, asa 
volunteer aid to Gen. Taylor, exposed his person 
every where, and was always in the hottest part of 
the field.” 


= 


Tue poxine Intsaman. After the fight of the din 
became general, a private, an frishman, found a 
bunch of chaparral between himself and a strapping 
Mexican. The Mexican raised his piece, and tak 
ing deliberate aim, pulled trigger, the piece did not 
go off, the Mexican again raised his musket and 
snapped it, Paddy all the time looking cooly on; a 
the second failure to discharge his piece, the Mex 
can in a delirium of wrath, threw his musket away 
and went through various gyrations of despair— 
Paddy mistaken these eccentricities for a challenge 
for a fight, threw away his musket, and placing him 
self in an attitude that would have delighted deaf 
Burk, sang out, ‘toh, by the powers, you will not 
find me amiss with the fists if that’s yer game. — 





|on the incompetent functionary from whem the or- 
|der emanated. 


| Arich and noble recompense, truly, have the pa- 
|triotic sons of Louisiana received by their prompt 
alacrity and ardent zeal in rushing to the defence of 
the frontier at the very first call of the country, and 
before the intelligence of the outbreak reached the 
| federal authorities. After enlisting for six months, 
in conformity to the requisition of General Taylor; 
lafter broiling in stagnant inaction for three months 
beneath the tropical sun of Mexico; after attaining 
during this period, a high and efficient state of mili- 
tary discipline—just as the moment arrives for ac- 
|live service; just as the campaign is opened, and 
‘bustle and energy exchanged for listless tedium, 
these gallant and devoted men are astounded by an 
order from the puissant, magnanimous and heroic 
secretary of war, requiring them to enrol tor twelve 
months, or to disband. The virtual contract of the 
government; its direet pledge, tendered. through the 


by every volunteer from Louisiana, is violated with 


the most shameful and heartless indifference. 
| Not only does the conduct of the war department 


| they have become seasoned to endurance, and habit- 


Lieut. -—, who was observing this singular exh 
bition of coolness and chivalry, ordered the soldier 
to take up his proper weapon, and send the Mexican 
to his long home, which was done accordingly. 
[M. Orleans Tropic. 
Tue vereran or Napoteon. As Churehill’s bat 
talion of artillery were advancing to take their po 
'sition in the second line of battalion on the 8th, 4 
| private in the 4th regiment was come up lo, who in 
“upon the battle field with both his legs shot off. ri 
| was one of the first that fell after the cannon! 
‘commenced, and was a veteran in Napoleon's pate 
| After having escaped in the terrible conflicts ‘a 
'strelitz and Wagram, and in the retreat from : : 
| cow, and the battle of Waterlov, he lived to sgt 
the Palo Alto, by a cannon shot from a Mexican 
tery. As his fellow soldiers passed him and en 
-atevery pulsation of his heart, that the blov 


See sym 
'ed from his wounds, they stopped an instant yo? 


waved them on, 4! 


ieyes e glazing in death 2 


| with iis last breath, said, “Go comra 
| ly got what a soldier enlists for.” ved Lictt 
A private, on the 9th, who had followed hi 
ave blown Ny 
not most oot 


, = , a ime dro} 
|eried out amigo, amigo, atthe same Um i 
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ave bee - a = 
litia into septa he private did the same and advanced |gles, &c., &c. After calm! | ing the scene from| fen f th i i 
dence of his weapon; the private ai hg tha M (S'S, SLC., occ. calmly surveying the sce ce of that reputation. But if attacked, the gal- 

M towards the Mexican to take him prisoner, the Mex- her cart, she remarked, with great coolness and de-| lant defenders of Fort Brown will, I doubt not, be 
p pettey ican then perfidiously raised his piece and instantly | termination, that “if the general would give her a/ found pressing forward inher defence, and woe be to 
ed to th killed the generous American. This so enraged | good strong pair of tongs, she would wade that river,| the dastard who receives a discharge of artillery 
rvice ne Lieut. Dobbins, that he drew his bowie knife and at and whip every scoundre] that dare show himself!" from such gunners.” 
| men 4 hound reached the coward and literally split his | It may be imagined that the men were not backward | —mnmesnmma 

of ther, head in twain. [Ib. | in crossing after that. THE MEXICAN NEGOTIATION, OR TWO 
alist ~ : *: ot eon Fe When poet tod gy 0 » Bind ge nigel MILLIONS BILL. 

“ st orrice AT Poinr IsapeEt. e postmaster | his army, on the Ist May, the infantry, and o i ae 
ease a has sanctioned, the appointment of Mr. Hen- | course, The Great Western, remained te Rartteos | PRESIDENT A MESSAGE. 
ae ay ry J. Levy, made by Mr. Penn, agent for the post | Fort Brown. How that noble regiment and the two) ik sila mien ‘wedand 
me wet office department at Point Isabel. A commission companies of artillery left in this work sustained | To the senate and house of re seléiiatilies 
ind disa : for Mr. Levy as postmaster may be expected here | themselves, is already known, but nothing will more | Pr the United States: 
roves "a in the course of afew days. gratify them than to have justice done their gallant | S deited iieaiiin 3 Shx'p- ee 
5 : your attention to the propriety of making 

Sihoriti — 5 heroine, of whom they speak in the warmest terms. | apprs-.riation to provide for any. expenditure 
2 Fe erg A PRESENT FOR THE suBALTERNS. The citizens She, with all the other women left behind, some | whiteh it may ‘to poe cae to chelen y tia rie for 

by — of New Orleans have proposed to rase a subscrip- | eight or ten, moved into the fort, where her Mess | ihe purpose of settlin ait ants difficulties with the 
he rescue tion, in sums of ten cents each, or any sum over | was soon put in operation, the position of her tent | republic of Mexico .. is dat aineare ddaiin terhane 
i gig that, voluntarily given, for the purpose of procur- | and fire being near the centre of the fort. The ene salvultt tn Hh ene originally id Aan Ge enaid vill 
ice of the ing a suitable present for each of the following non- | my’s fire opened onthe 3d, just as she was com-| qutatna seis hall Musick b , aati hind fern hom 
were dice commissioned officers, of whose bravery honorable | menceing her arrangements for the “boys” breakfast. | 7 Te J 


»ck less in. 
e Without 


mention is made by their commanding officer in their 
official reports, of the battle of Resaca de la Palma! 


: | b i 
Every security that could possibly be provided was orable to both parties. 


It is possible that the chief 


' obst j ishi is de= 
offered to the women, to whom the gallant soldier al- | obstacle to be surmounted in accomplishing this de 


: . : | sirable object wi j 

1e earliest Corporal O'Sullivan, Sergeant Major Matoney, Ser- | ways gives his first attention. The magazines were | mene tke tue seen chore asa 
wretched geant McCabe, and Corporal Farrel. the only “bomb-proofs” in the fort, and as the go- | factory and convenient to both, and such as neither 
bn with. vernment had sent no amuninition to fill them, the : 


sf patriot: 


oint Isabel 


Masor E. Kinsy. Among the distinguished offi- 
cers of the army that embarked on board the steam- 
ship Alabama, on Saturday evening bound for the 
seat of war, we noticed Major E. Kirby, of the re- 
guiararmy. Major Kirby, has rendered his country 
much service in his time, having served in the last 


next mostinflammable material—the women—found | 


perfect security in them. These women, however, 
be it said to the honor of the sex, were not idle.— 
Most nobly did they ply the needle in preparing 
sand bags out of the officers’ and soldiers’ tents, 
wherewith to strengthen the work, and protect the 


| 
} 
} 


will hereafter be inclined to disturb. 

In the adjustment of this boundary we ought to 
pay a fair equivalent for any consession which may 
be made by Mexico. Under the circumstances, and 
considering the other complicated questions to be 
settled by negotiation with the Mexican republic, [ 


gentlemen war, and in the Black Hawk and Florida campaigns. | artillerymen when serving their guns. The Great pet Rimi a ee en a « 
to: the gal- He belongs to the Cincinnatus school of soldiers; for | Western, true to herself again, declined participat-| sdyanced to that government, if need be iamedi« 
e close ofa when his country needs not his services in the field, | ing in this protection of sewing, and continued her ately after their ratification of a treaty. It might 
jury to the he may be found tilling the soil on his farm near | labors at the fire, in the open air. From the firing be inconvenient for the Mexican catenin’ es ah 
e Mexican Brownsville, Jefferson county, N. Y¥., formerly the | of the first gun all hands were at their posts, Lowd’s 


llery batta- 
lion, seized 


residence of his distinguished father-in-law, the late 
Major Gen. Jacob Brown. [Lt was the good fortune 


and Bragg’s artillery speaking in tones of thunder 
the indignation they felt at being thus saluted on a 





for the whole sum, the payment of which may be 
stipulated by this treaty, until it could be ratified by 


- a 1 ‘ iati it i " 
Is of a man of the writer of this to meet Major K. last Septem- | bright May morining. . pce tine accaren teeta er 
diers in the ber, at the exhibition of the New York State Agri-| When the hour arrived for breakfast, but few ex- delay might defeat the object altogether The dis- 
Lieut. Ran: cultural Society, at Utica, and well could he de- | pected the luxury which awaited them. The mess J 8 $ # 


ieces, Castl 
y in square, 
cers, and in 
regiment in 
man, a gets 


Jefferson, on the 20th of F : 2 | 
¢ Point and [.V. Orleans Tropic. | artillerymen, who were unable to leave their guns, m0 passed appro 1 Rie ger nes eee ey 
connoitered _— the beverage was carried by this ‘ministering angel,’ | eon ‘the purpose fot defra ing extraordinary ex- | 
e, and, as a Tue Heroiwe or Forr Brown. The N. Orleans | and, as may readily be believed, no belle of Orleans, delta , i 


| his person 
liest part of 


ht of the 9th 
yan, found 4 
| a strapping 
ce, and tak: 
jece did not 
musket and 
cooly on; al 
e, the Mext 
nusket aWay 
of despalt.— 
a challenge 
placing him 
slighted deaf 
you will not 


scant upon the beauties of a Durham, a Devon, and 
a Hereford. Major K. has gone out as paymaster 


was as well attended to as if nothing but a morning | 


drill with blank cartridges had come off, and in ad- 


general, and took with him $100,000 for the pay of| dition a large supply of delicious hot coffee was 


soldiers—and it may be sately ventured that he is | 


shipper of Mexican dollars to Mexico. 


Picayune has a letter from Matamoros which fur- 


nishes some interesting particulars respecting the | 


heroine of Fort Brown, who ts generally known in 
the army of the south as ‘*The Great Western.”— 
The writer says:— 

“She was first brought to the notice of the public 
inafew remarks by Lieut. Bragg, at the collation 
given by the army to the Louisiana delegation at 
Gen. Arista’s headquarters in Matamoros. He men- 
tioned her gallant conduct and noble bearing during 
the whole of the bombardment. A few of the in- 
cidents of the life of this extraordinary woman, 
which I have been able to pick up in camp, will be 
read with some interest; they prove that the sex has 
hot been unrepresented in the soul-stirring and 
bloody scenes on the Rio Grande. 

The Great Western belongs to a class known and 
recognized in the organization of the army as 
“Laundresses,” three of whom are allowed to draw 





| 
' 
i 


awaiting the thirsty, who had but to call and par- 
take, without distinction of rank. To some of the 


as much as she might be admired and beloved, ever 
met a more gracious reception. The fire of the ar- 


| tiillery was kept up almost incessantly until dinner 
| hour—a soldier’s dinner hour is 1 o’clock— when the 


| good and generous woman again provided for those 
| who were almost utterly exhausted and worn out, a 
| delicious dish of bean-soup—this bean soup is declar- 
_ed by the Mexicans to be the foundation of that in- | 
_vincible spirit which they have seen so slrikingly dis- 


| played by the Yankee soldiers. 
| ed again, without money and without price. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


This she distribut- 
Thus 
did she continue to discharge her duties during the 
seven days that the enemy kept up an incessant can- 
nonade and bombardment. She was ever to be found 
at her post; her meals were always ready at the 
hour, “and always of the best the market afforded.” 

When the despatches were made up for Genera! 








Ta j he evening of the a numbe ai.| 
Taylor on the evening of the 4th, a number of offi | it will continue to be prosecuted with the utmost 


cers and others had written to their friends at Point 


bursement of this money would, of course, be ac- 
counted for, not as secret service money, but like 
other expenditures. 

Two precedents exist for such a proceeding in 
our past history. Under the administration of Mr. 


penses which may be incurred between the United 
States and foreign nations,” “to be applied under 
the direction of the president of the United States, 
who shall cause an account of the expenditures 
thereof to be laid before congress as soon as may 
be;” and on the 13th of February, 1807, an appro- 
priatiun was made for the same amount and on the 
same terms. 

In neither case was the money actually drawn 
from the treasury, and I should hope that the result 
in this respect might be similar, although the ap- 
propriation may prove to be indispensable in accom- 
pitshing the object. 1 would, therefore, recommend 
the passage of a law appropriating two millions of 
dollars, to be placed at the disposal of the execu- 
tive. in order to prevent all misapprehension, it is 
my duly to state, that as anxious as | am to termi- 
nate the existing war, with the least possible delay, 


er game.” rations in each company, and are required to wash | Isabel, and among them **The Great Western” had | ba pe pane Pe = fog pare ad a ee ¥, Hime 
ingular exbit for the soldiers thereof, at a price regulated by a | found time to communicate with her husband; and 1 | ena Sas we TAMES K POLK 

1 the soldier council of officers. She arrived at Corpus Christi | have frequently heard it said by those who saw her | Washinet Sth Aus 1846 aerate , 
the Mexican last autumn with the 7th infantry, to one of the com- | letter, for it was loudly called for and made public, | VERRINGTOR, SHB ANGE, LOSS: 

rdingly. panies of which her husband was attached. Up to | that her description, if not the most accurate, was 


ans Tropic: 


urchill’s bale 
ake their po 


lhe time the army marched for the Rio Grande, she 
performed all her appropriate duties, and in addi- 
lion, kept a *“*mess” for the young officers of the re- 
gsiment. 


| 


lcertainly the most grapic which was given of the 


events of the 3d and 4th May. She expressed her 
full confidence in the ability of the garrison to sus- 


tain itself, and only regretted the absence of her 


| 
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j 








The very high importance of the measure propos- 
ed 10 this case, makes it a duty to develope as far as 
possible the fucis connected therewith. [t is with 
this aim that we insert the following extracts, not- 


7 ,, | Withstanding their partiz nplexion. 
sage bo li When the army took up its line of march for the | ris ps tae ty a et pl are et | Seen iiiah ciueneiladanal wick ougee 
who a 7 : ‘ * | ; ante 9 ‘ty size ’ 5 
Bee of, He Rio Grande, the women, with a few rare excep- | that she applied, early in the action, fura musket and | 


he cannonade 
oleon’s wat 
nflicts of A 
al from Mos 
red to fall om 
Mexicat bate 
and notice 
e blood flow’ 
stant to sym 


lions, were left behind to come by sea. A very few 
procured ponies and followed their husbands on their 
'edious and arduous march. Not so with “The Great 
Western.” Her husband was sent by water, whether 
on duty or for disability 1 am unable to learn; but she, 
Yue to her character, declaring that ‘‘the boys’? 
(Young officers of her mess) “*must have somebody 
lo take care of them,’”? purchased a mule and cart, 
Packed her luggage, cooking utensils, and supplies, 





ammunition, which she received and put in a secure 


| place, expressing her determination to have full sa- 
' tisfaction whenever the enemy should dare approach 


within range of her piece. This they never did, and 


/our heroine must rest contented with the reflection 
that she nobly performed her own duty, and will} 
long be remembered by the besieged garrison of | 


Fort Brown. 


} 
{ 
| 


to be contradicted if untrue, or unvailed of true. 
The National Intelligencer of the 11th, gives the 


| following history of the bill: 


‘‘Our readers already know that the President of 
the United States, addressing himself first to the se- 
nate in a confidential message, and afterwards ta 
both houses of congress in a public message, had 
appealed to them for advice and aid in bringing to 
a cloase the war with Mexico, as he ought to have 


She is probably as celebrated for her personal ap- | done before he, by his sole action, began the war; 
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Mounted behind her donkey, with whip in hand, and 


ellow, a8 Gig | . 
Played upon the whole route qualities and attain- 


hem 00, oe 
8, ] have on 


pearance as she is for her deeds. With an erect and | or, to use phraseology to which none oan take ex- 
majestic carriage, she glories in a height—six feet—— | ception, before he placed our gallant Iittle army un- 
ents which the best teamster in the train might | which fully entitles her to a place in the grenadier, | der General T'ayior in such a position as ta make 
m ‘YCenvied. During the whole journey she kept | any soldier of which might well envy her athietic | war inevitable. 

lowed Lieut. ae “mess,” a relief from the burdens of which | but gracetul form. But her reputation, the dearest “Jn pursuance of the public message, a bill was on 
ht, raised i be, greatest boon to an officer on the march. The | of ai! things to a woman, Is what she prides herself | Saturday introduced in a committe of the whole in 
e blown hia ‘sade to which she was attached arrived upon the 





on. ‘The tongue of slander has never yet dared to | the house of representatives, by one of the partisans 
ost petiouss anks of the Sal Colorado as Gen. Taylor was pre- | attack her well earned and well sustained charac- | of the executive, for making an appropriation of two 
time dropls Paring to cross with the dragoons and the Ist brigade | ter. Wath virtue as a basis, and such heroic coduct | millions of dollars to enable the President of the U. 


of j ra . ‘ , “ 
Veutantry. rhe Mexicans upon the opposite bank | to build with, she uever need fear the necessity of | States to negotiate a treaty of peace with Mexico, 
‘te making great demonstrations by blowing bu- | exercising her extraordinary physical ability in de- | including most plainly the acquisition, by force or 
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purchase, or by both means conjointly, of a greater 
or less pon of Mexican territory. This bifl was 
debated both before and after the recess on Satur- 
day, and all was going merrily as marriage bells to- 
wards its consummation, when the apple of discord 
was thrown into the midst of the majority by a mo- 
tion of Mr. Wilmot, of Pennsylania—the gentleman 
whom the government paper eulogized, the other 
day, as “the bold and fearless and truly able Wil- 
mot,” and in regard to whom we were given to un- 
derstand, by the same authority, that it was “a sin- 
gular coincidence thet he is a native of the same 
town and county in the state as Mr. Walker.” This 
gentleman was “bold” enough to move a proviso to 
the bill, and to carry it too, declaring “that, as an 
express and fundamental condition to the acquisition 
of any territory from the republic of Mexico by the 
United States, by virtue of any treaty which may be 
negotiated between them, and to the use by the ex- 
ecutive of the moneys herein appropriated, neither 
slavery nor involantary servitude shall ever exist in any 
part of said territory, except for crime, whereof the 
party shall be duly convicted.” This amendment 
made the billso very unacceptable to its most ar- 
dent friends that many of them voted against its 

assage, and even Mr. McKay would not vote for 

is own bill. The bill passed, however, on Satur- | 
day night, without his vote, by a majority of six 
votes, but did not reach the senate in time to be act- 
ed upon that night. 


Not having charge of any such subject, they under- 
took to take charge of it in theirown way and in 
their own time. In a Jong and laborious meeting 
from nine until balf past two, they settled all the 
points in dispute upon principles which i have nam- 
ed, but nothing was then whispered of the two mil- 
lions bill for making peace, or of making an appli- 
cation for any such object. 

As night approached there were signs of intrigue 
on foot. * Mr, Johnson, of Maryland, the whig mem- 
ber of the senate among the three senate conferees, 
(Messrs. Lewis, of Alabama and Benton being his 
associates) and Mr. Severance, of Maine, the whig 
member among the conferees of the house, (Messrs. 
McKay, of N. Carclina, and Boyd, of Kentucky, 
being his associates) were sent for privately. The 
gentlemen all found themselves at the cap.tol on 
Sunday evening, where, as ‘‘murder will ont,” the 
secret was known. It was here that the attempt 
was made to kill the house bill by stifling it altoge- 
ther, and to add two millions of dollars to the civil 
and diplomatic bill, for the purchase of California! 

The whig majority were powerless and of neces- 
sity yielded all to their associates, not, however, as] 
believe, wilhout a protest against what was here at- 
tempted; but as soon as the design was known abroad, | 
which was not until early yesterday morning, the) 
members from the free states, and some from the | 
slave states, desiring no more territory,took fire at the | 
fraud. When the house met yesterday, the excite- | 








“Sunday intervening, it is understood to have been 
determined, by the conferees of the two houses on 
disagreeing votes, to introduce the appropriation, 
freed from Mr. Wilmot’s proviso, as an amendment 
to one of the amendments to the civil appropriation 
bill, which formed a part of the subject of confe- 
rence. 
vered that such an altempt would undoubtedly cause 
the loss of the whole mass of appropriations for the 
support of government, the design was abandoned. 

‘‘The bill, as it had passed the house of represen- 
tatives, came up in the senate some twenty minutes 
before the expiration of the time allotted for closing 
the legislative session; and a debate arose upon it, in 
the midst of which the hour of twelve arrived by 


the clock of the house of representatives, and that) 


house was adjourned by the speaker; which, although 
it was not so late, by ten minutes, by the clock of 
the senate, of course put a stopto ail unfinished bu- 
siness. 

‘‘Thus fell through the proposition, recommended 
by the executive, for an appropriation to buy terri- 
tory and a peace from Mexico.” 

The Washington correspondent of the Baltimore 
American, says: ‘‘There is a secret as we]] as a pub- 
lic history of the two millions bill, asked for by the 
President of the U. States, which oughtto be writ- 
ten before the proceedings of the first session of the 
29th congress ceases to be recorded. I had but time 
to give a brief sketch of the debate on Saturday 
evening, which took place in the house upon the 
Mexican peace message and the bill proposing an 
appropriation of two millions of dollars to buy a 
peace with Mexico, or rather to take possession of 
California. The debate and action took a most sin. 
guiar turn during the two hours allotted to the dis- 
cussion, Those who defended the bill generally 
voted against it upon the question of the final pas- 
sage, and those who opposed it generally voted for 
it—all of which was accounted for by the amend- 
ment in regard to slavery. 

For the first time perhaps in the history of the go- 
vernment there was a sectional vote upon this mo- 
menious question, and the friends of the administra- 


Yesterday morning, however, it being disco- | 


ment was like that of a smothered fire ready to burst 
| forth at a moment upon all around. The instant the 
chairman of the committee of the conferees (Mr. 
| McKay) should rise to submit his report, was to 
-have been the signal for the bursting of the storm. 
Every preliminary motion from the ways and means 
committee was resisted, and for half an hour every 
thing threatened a breaking up of congress wilhout 
passing the heavy appropriation bills, or any action 
upon the pending measures between the two houses. 

The majority committee of conference foresaw and 
had in part foreseen the clouds that were rising over 
their heads. They consulted briefly and seasonably 
and wisely abandoned their measure, and left the 
bill to be reported as they had agreed upon at their 
long session on Sunday. But for the abandonment, 
congress would have broken up ina row, and as it 


et, 
— en, 


The organ has as good, if not better opportunities 
than I have for being posted in these important mat 
ters, and 1 challenge a contradiction of any fact | 
have alleged. The-interrogations I have propoung. 
ed contain the whole gist of the operations of the 
government thus far, and serve to show the Purpose 
of those in power to delude the country, as they gt. 
tempted to doin regard to Oregon. If the organ 
could not have denied the rumors that were sent 
abroad from this city, silence would have been more 
honorable than duplicity. 

**A commission of three persons is proposed to hye 
constituted to proceed to Mexico, in the hope of 
closing the war and compromising all questions jy 
dispute. The president has said he designed to ap. 
point one distinguished whig on the commission.— 
There is an inclination, I regret to find, at the White 
House, to place Mr. Slidell upon this embassy, un. 
der the apology that he is now under temporary sys. 
pension from the regular mission. Perhaps this ms. 
take, should the president insist upon it, may be ol. 
viated by the weight of character of his colleagues 
but there is no aspect in which it may be viewed that 
it does not seem unfortunate. 

‘The statement which has been circulated through 
various public prints, that the proceeding in regard 
to Mexico, were predicated upon an offer of media. 
tion on the part of Great Britain or any other inter. 
ference, is without any sort of foundation. There 
is no intimation of any such thing in the papers 
communicated to the senate.” 
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THE OREGON TREATY. 
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EXECUTIVE JOURNAL OF THE U. STATES SENATE, 
Wednesday, June 10, 1846. 


The Senate, on Friday last, passed a resolution 
removing the injuction of secrecy from all the pro- 
ceedings of that body relative to the Oregon treaty. 
‘The Washington Union, availing itself of this ac. 
tion of the senate, has published the Executive Jour. 
nal and a portion of the correspondence on the sub- 
ject. 

We have space for but a part of these ducuments, 
which are very voluminous; but the following will 
be found to embrace the particulars of most interest 





was, there was deep indignation against the commit- 


from the slave states, added greatly to this excite- 
ment. But ‘‘all’s well that ends well.” The wrong 
contemplated was not consummated, but those who 
designed the wrong will be long remembered.” 


The Washington correspondent of the Philadel- 
phia North American, referring to the paragraph 
which appeared in the “Union,” a few days since, 
Stating that no overtures had becn made by the Mex- 
ican government for peace, styles the editorial of the 
official organ an act of duplicity, and then adds: 

‘To the casual reader, the editorial of the organ 
is calculated to produce the impression that the ad- 
ministration still continues resolved in the purpose 
of “conquering peace”—that its escutcheon cannot 
be sullied by concession, and that it relies upon the 
force of arms alone to command the terms of a 
treaty. Such an inference is without foundation in 
fact. The grandiloquence of the Union is al fus- 
tian, a miserable and emply parade of words, de- 
signed to mislead the country, until the results of 
ihe experiment to which Mr. Polk has resorted to 
close the war, are ascertained. 
| the president has got sick of this invasion of Mexi- 
(co. Its enormous expense and unpopularity have at 








. ~~ | A ° : 
tion from the free states led off the opposition tO} jast foreed him to the conviction that it must sink 


their southern brethren. They remembered the “bad 
faith” of the south, as they called it, upon the Ore- 
gon question, and were resolved that no more slave 
territory sould come into the Union with their con- 
sent. Mr. Wilmot of Pennsylvania, (the only mem- 
ber from that state who voted for the British tariff, 


and who has been much lauded therefor since then | 


as the only true friend of the south from the north- 


ern states) introduced an amendment prohibiting 
forever the existence of slavery in any territory | 
which should be purchased with the two millions of 
dollars;—with some modification not affecting the 


principle, this amendment prevailed; and then came 


the changes of opinion to which I have referred.— 


|bim and the administration in irretrievable ruin.— 
| He is therefore willing to abandon it, not from any 
|moral principle or sense of duty, but because its 
| political consequences may prove to be injurious: 

| “Now for the falsity of the organ. .4¢ this very 
hour, a special agent ef this governmen: is on his way to 
| Mexico, with a proposition from the president to produce 
a settlement of these difficulties. Was the organ igno- 
| rant when its article was written, that Mr. Black, 
‘our consul at Mexico, who has been suffered to re- | 
| main there from the integrity and inoffensiveness of | 
|his character, had communicated to the department | 
of state, that some of the authorities were desirous | 


'for a cessation of hostilities, that others might be | 


The bill was made palatable tu the north and west,’ »econciled to an adjustment? Was it ignorant that | 


and unpalatable to the south and southwest, and | the executive despatched an agent on the 25th July 


hence the vote. 


The bill was not sent to the senate until yesterday | he should enter that port under the protection of a 
morning at half past eight o’clock, but in the mean 
time a secret influence was at work to kill the bill 
and at the same time to save the appropriation.— | before the senate for advisement, that it was dis- 
The joint committee of conference undertook to|tinctly signified the appropriation of two millions | 
settle the matter entirely to their own satisfaction, | would be resisted, unless the president assumed the 
and yet very covertly to all the rest of the world.— 


to Vera Cruz, with authority to the commodore that 


| flag of truce with the proposals? 
‘Or was it ignorant when the documents were laid 


teee, particularly amongst the members from the 
free states. The fact that five of the six conferees were | 


The plain truth is, | 


to the reader. 

The material facts developed in it are, first, that 
the opinions of the president, as expressed in hii 
message to congress on the 2d of December jast, 
remained unchanged at the date of his message of 
June 10. ‘These opinions were, as every attentive 
'reader will recollect, ‘that no compromise [of the 

Oregon controversy] which the United States ought 
'to accept could be effected;” “that our title to tle 
| whole of Oregon” was maintained “by irrefragible 
‘facts and arguments;” and that that claim “coull 
| not be abandoned withouta sacrifice of both national 
| honor and interests.” 

The second and only other material point disclosed 
by the publication of this message is, that, if the st: 
| nate had declined taking upon itself the responsibilily 
| of advising the acceptance of the British propositioi, 
the PRESIDENT would have considered it *‘his duty ‘0 
| reject the offer.” 


that the presmpenT had set his face against the oiler 
by Great Britain, and would have rejected it al once 
ihad it not been for the debates and votes in the sc 
'nate on the subject in the preceding part of ‘he ses 
sion. 

The presipEnt, then, not only not being respons 
| ble for this treaty, but having publicly disclaimed 
| and repudiated it, so far as he was concerned, it 0n'y 
|remains to ascertain, from the record, fo whom the 
| country is indebted for a consummation so healli' 
| welcomed by all parties. 

{For the purpose of informing our readers to whom 
‘the country is indebted for the treaty,’? we subjol! 
the following exiracts from the journal.]} 
| Mr. Ailen moved to refer the message and docll 
meets to the committee on foreign relations, 4! 
that they be printed for the use of the senate. e 








We thus learn, upon the highest possible authorily, J 








proper responsibility of applying for it in a message? 


gatived. 

Thursday, June 11, 1846. On motion of Mr. Mer 
gum, the senate proceeded to consider the mesg? | 
of the president of the United States of the 10)" 
stant, communicating a proposal for the adjust 
of the Oregon question; and, after debate, “an 

Mr. Haywood submitted the following resolulio 
for consideration: of 

Resolved, (to thirds of the senate present cone 
ring,) That the president of the United States ° 
and he is hereby advised to accept the propos® ‘ 
the British government, accompanying his see 
to the senate, dated 10ih June, 1846, for a con tes 
tion to settie boundaries, &c. between the U. i. | 
and Great Britain westof the Rocky or Stony Mu 
tains. 
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“Mr. Niles moved to amend the resolution by add- 
ing the foliowieg to the second article of the propos- 


nvyention: \. 
sah That the right of navigating the Colum- 


pia river, secured to the Hudson Bay Company, and | 


to all Britlsh subjects trading with the same, be li- 
mited to the year A. D. 1853, when it shall cease and 
edtermine.” 

On motion of Mr. Benton the senate adjourned. 

Friday, June 12, 1846. This motion was negativ- 
de—yeas 10, nays 31—as follows: 

Yeas—-Messrs. Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Dix, 
Fairfield, Houstan, Jenness, Niles, Simmons, and 
Woodbridge—10. 

Nays—Messrs. Archer, Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, 
Chalmers, Thos. Clayton, J. M. Clayton, Colquitt, 
Davis,,Dayton, Evans, Greene, Haywood, Hunting- 
ton, Johnson of Md. Johnson, of Louisiana, Lewis, 
McDuffie, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, 
Pennybacker, Phelps, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Tur- 
ney, Upham, Webster, and Yulee—31: 

The resolution of Mr. Haywood was adopted by 
the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Bagby, Benton, 


VI. Clayton, Colquitt, Davis, Dayton, Dix, Evans, 
Greene, Haywood, Houston, Huntington, Johnson, 
of Md. Johnson, af Lousiana, Lewis, McDuffie, Man- 
gum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Pennybacker, 
Fhelps, Rusk, Sevier, Simmons, Speight, Turney, 
Upham, Webster, Woodbridge, and Yulee. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Breese, Cameron, 
Cass, Dickinson, Fairfield, Hannegan, Jarnagin, Jen- 
ness, Semple, and Sturgeon. 

It was then ordered that the resolution be laid be- 
fore the president of the United States. 

Tuesday, June 16, 1846. A message was received 
from the president of the United States, by Mr. Wal- 
ker, his secretary, communicating the convention 
which had been concluded. It was in these words: 
To the Senate of the United States: 

In accordance with the resolution of the senate 
of the 12th instant, that the “president of the United 
States be and is hereby authorised to accept the 
proposal of the British government, accompanying 
his message to the senate, dated 10th June, 1846, 
fora convention to settle boundaries, &c. between 
the United States and Great Britain, west of the 
Rocky or Stony Mountains,” a convention was con- 
cluded anc signed on the 15th instant by the secretary 
of state on ‘the part of the United States and the 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of 
her Britannic majesty on the part of Great Britain. 

This convention 1 now lay before the fenate for 
their consideration, with a view to its ratification. 

JAMES K. POLK. 

Washington, June 16, 1846. 

The message was read, and also the convention 
between the United States of America and her ma- 
jesty the Queen of the United kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, concluded at Washington the 15th 
day of June, 1846, was read a first time. 

[After various intermediate questions, chiefly on 
proposed calis for documents, the senate, on the 18th 
of June, came to the following determination:| 

Mr. McDuffie submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, (two thirds of the senators present con- 
curring), That the senate advise and consent to the 
ratification of the treaty oetween the United States 
of America and her majesty the Queen of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, concluded at 
Washington, the 15th day of June, 1846. 

On motion of Mr. Hannegan, to amend the said re- 
solution, by striking out all after the word “‘resoly 
ed,” and inserting the following in leu thereof: 

“That the President of the United States be, and 
le is hereby odvised by the Senate to offer to the go- 
‘ernment of Great Britain as a just, fair, and equi- 
fable compromise of the conflicting claims of the 
Wo governments connected with the country lying 
along between the Rocky Mountains and Pacific 
®cean, extending from the parallel of 42 degrees to 
“4 degress and 40 minutes north latitude, and includ- 
ig the islands embraced within said parallels of 
latitude adjacent to the coast, the following as the 
fundamental provisions for a treaty between the two 
6°vernments: 

“First. The government of Great Britain shall 
acknowledge the right of soil, and the sovereignty 
lo exist, and be with the United States to the whole 
United States all claim which shall in any manner 
Sedat With the paramount jurisdiction of the U. 
Slates therein. 
the recone: The United States shall guarantee to 
‘ua Hudson Bay Company for twenty years from the 
' i of such treaty, the most perfect security in all 
"_f possessions, and the right to pursue their busi: 


territory above described, and shall abandon to the} 


which pertain thereto, and to trade during that pe- 
riod with the natives; and the use during that time of 
the ports, rivers and harbors within said territory 
without charge or hindrance. 

“Third. Within twelve months from the date of 
said treaty commissioners shall be selected by, and_ 
on behalf of, the respective governments, whose duty 
it shall be to assess at just and liberal prices the 
value of the property of the Hudson Bay Company 
witnin said territory, which amount, when ascertair- 
ed, shall be paid by the U. States to said company, 
in such manner and at such time as shall be agreed 
upon between the United States and Great Britain.” 

It was determincd in the negative—yeas 5, nays 
42. So the proposed amdendment was rejected. 

On the question to agree to the resolution of Mr. 
McDuffie it was determined in the affirmative: Yeas 
41, nays 14. 

Those who voted in the affirmative are— 

Messrs. Archer, Ashley Bagby, Barrow, Benton, 
Berrien, Calhoun, Chalmers, Thomas Clayton, John 
M. Clayton, Colquitt, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, 
Dayton, Dix, Evans, Greene, Haywood, Houston, 
Huntington, Johnson, ef Md. Johnson, of Louisiana, 
Lewis, McDuflie, Mangum, Milier, Morehead, Niles, 
Pearce, Pennybacker, Phelps, Rusk, Sevier, Sim- 
mons, Speight, Turney, Upham, Webster, Wood- 
bridge, and Ynlee. 

Those who voted in the negative are— 

Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Breese, Bright, 





Cameron, Cass, Dickinson, Fairfield, Hannegan, Jen- 
ness, Semple, Sturgeon, and Westcott. 

So it was resolved, (two thirds of the senators 
present concurring), that the senate advise and con- 
sent to the ratification of the treaty between the 
United Slates of America and her majesty the queen 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
concluded at Washington, the 15th day of June, 1846. 

Ordered, That the secretary fay the said resolution 
before the president of United States. 





‘THE OREGON TREATY. 





By the President of the United States of America. 
A PROCLAMATION. 


WHEREAS a treaty between the United States of 
America and her majesty the queen of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland was conclud- 
ed and signed by their plenipotentiaries at Washing- 
ton on the fifteenth day of June last, which treaty is 
word for word as follows: 


queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
jreland, deeming it to be desirable for the future 
welfare of both countries that the state of doubt and 
uncertainty which has hitherto prevailed respecting 
the sovereignty and government of the territory on 
the northwest coast of America lying westward of | 
the Rocky or Stony mountains, should be finally ter- | 
minated by an amicable compromise of the rights 
mutually asserted by the two parties over the said 








territory, have respectively named plenipotentiaries | 
to treat and agree concerning the terms of such set- | 
tlement, that is to say: the president of the United | 
States of America has, on his part, furnished with | 
full powers James Buchanan, secretary of state of | 


Unitea Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, has, | 
on her part, appointed the right hon. Richard Pa- 


cles: 


voundary between the territories of the United 


of the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude remain 
free and open to both parties. 
Art. JI. From the point at which the forty-ninth 


the great northern branch of the Columbia river, the 
navigation of the said branch shall be free and open 
to the Hudson Bay company and to all British sub- 
jects trading with the same, to the point where the 
said branch meets the main stream of the Columbia, 
and theuce down the said stream to the ocean, with 





Ness of hunting and trapping with all the immunities 





the United States, and her majesty, the queen of the | 


kenham, a member of her majesty’s most honorable | 
privy council and her majest’s envoy extraordinary | 
and minister plenipotentiary to the United States,| crecy, and we hasten to lay the documents commu- 
who, alter having communicated to each other their | 
respective full powers, found in good and due form, | 
have agreed upon and concluded the following arti-| 


Art. I. From the point on the forty-ninth parallel | 
of north latitude, where the boundary laid down in | 
existing treaties and conventions between the United | 
States and Great Britain terminates, the line of | 
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free access into and through the said river or rivers, 
it being understood that all the usual portages along 
the line thus described shall in like manner be free 
and open. In navigating the said river or rivers, 
British subjects, with their goods and produce, shail 
be treated on the same footing as citizens of the 
United States; it being, however, always understood 
that nothing in this article shall be construed as pre- 
venting, or intending to prevent the government of 
the United States from making any regulations re- 
specting the navigation of the said river or rivers not 
inconsistent with the present treaty. 

Art. III. In the future appropriation of the terri- 
tory south of the forty-ninth parallel of north Jati- 
tude, as provided in the first article of this treaty, 
possessory rights of the Hudson Bay company, and 
of all British subjects who may be already in the oc- 
cupation of land or other property lawfully acquired 
within the said territory, shall be respected. 

Art. IV. The farms, lands, and other property of 
every description belonging to the Puget’s Sound ag- 
ricultural company, on the north side of the Colum- 
bia river, shall be cofirmed to the said company. In 
case, however, the situation of those farms and lands 
should be considered by the United States to be of 
public and political importance, and the United 
States government should signify a desire to obtain 
possession of the whole, or of any part thereof, the 
the property so required shall be transferred to the 
government, ata proper valuation, to be agreed up- 
vn by the parties. 

Art. V. The present treaty shall be ratified by the 
president of the United States, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the senate thereof, and by her 
Britannic majesty; and the ratifications shall be ex- 
changed at London, at the expiration of six months 
from the date hereof, or sooner, if possible. 

In witness whereof, the respective plenipotentia- 
ries have signed the same, and have affixed thereto 
the seals of their arms. 

Done at Washington, the fifteenth day of June, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 


forty-six. 
JAMES BUCHANAN, {L. s.] 
RICHARD PAKENHAM, [c. s.] 
And whereas the said treaty has been duly ratified 
on both parts, and the respective ratifications of the 
same were exchanged at London, on the seventeenth 
ultimo, by Louis McLane, envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary of the United States, and 
Viscount Palmerston, her Britannic majesty’s prin- 
cipal secretary of state for foreign affairs, on the 


: . part of their respective governments: 
The United States of America and her majesty the | par eir resp g 


Now, therefore, be it known thatl, JAMES K. 
POLK, president of the United States of America, 
have caused the said treaty to be made public, to the 
end that the same, and every clause and article 
thereof, may be observed and fulfilled with good 
faith by the United States and the citizens thereof. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, 
and caused the seal of the United States to be affix- 
ed. 

Done at the city of Washington, this fifth day of 

August, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
[u. s.] eight hundred and foriy-six, and of the inde. 
“+ pendence of the United States the seventy- 
first. 
JAMES K. POLK. 
By the president: 
James BucHANAN, secretary of state. 





The senate have taken off the injunction of se- 


nicated to them in closed doors, before our readers. 
We shall follow up the following interesting papers, 
with the publication of -the other documents: 
MESSAGE 
From the President of the United States, communicating 
a proposition on the part of the British government, 
for the adjustment of the Oregon question. 
To the Senate of the United States: 
I Jay before the senate a proposal in the form of a 


States and those of her Britannic majesty shall be | convention, presented to the secretary of state on the 
continued westward along the said forty—ninth par- | 
allel of north latitude to the middle of the channel | 
which separates the continent from Vancouver's | 
Island; and thence southerly through the middle of | 
of the said channel and of Fuca’s straits to the Pa-| 
cific ocean: Provided, however, that the navigation | 
of the whole of the said channel and straits south | 


sixth instant, by (he envoy extraordinary and minis- 
ter plenipotentiary of her Britannic majesty, for the 
adjustment of the Oregon question, together with a 
protocol of this proceeding. | submit this proposal 
to the consideration of the senate, and request their 
advice as to the action which, in their judgment, it 
may be proper to take in reference to it. siti 
In the early periods of the government, the opinion 


| and advice of the senate were often taken in advance 
‘upon important questions of our foreign policy.— 
parallel of north latitude shall be found to intersect | General Washington repeatedly consulted the senate 
| and asked their previous advice upon pending nego- 
| tiations with foreign powers; and the senate in every 


instance responded to his call by giving their advice, 


‘to which he always conformed his action. This 
| practice, though rarely resorted to in later times, 
| was, in my judgment, eminently wise, and may, on 
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oceasions of great importance, be properly revived. 
The senate are a branch of the treaty-making power; 
and by consulting them in advance of his own action 
upon important measures of foreign policy which 
may ultimately come before them for their consider- 
ation, the president secures harmony of action be- 
tween that body and himself. The senate are, more- 
over, a branch of the war-making power, and it may 
be eminently proper for the executive to take the 
opinion and advice of that body in advance upon any 
great question which may involve in its decision the 
issue of peace or war. On the present occasion the 
magnitude of the subject would induce me, under 
any circumstances, to desire the previous advice of 
the senate, and that desire is increased by the recent 
debates and proceedings in congress, which render 
it, in my judgment, not only respectful to the senate, 
but necessary and proper, if not indispensable, to in- 
sure harmonious action between that body and the 
executive. In conferring on the executive the au- 
thority to give the notice for the abrogation of the 
convention of 1827, the senate acted publicly so large 
a part, that a decision on the proposal now made by 
the British government, without a definite knowledge 
of the views of that body in reference to it, might 
render the question still more complicated and diffi- 
cult of adjustment. For these reasons I invite the 
consideration of the senate to the proposal of the 
British government for the settlement of the Oregon 
question, and ask their advice on the subject. 

My opinions and my action on the Oregon question 
were fully made known to congress in my annual 
message of the second of December last; and the 
opinions therein expressed remain unchanged. 

Should the senate, by the constitutional majority 
required for the ratification of treaties, advise the 
acceptance of this proposition, or advise it with such 
modifications as they may, upon full deliberation, 
deem proper, I shall conform my action to their ad- 
vice. Should the senate, however, decline by such 
constitutional majority to give such advice, or to ex- 
press an opinion on the subject, I shall consider it my 
duty to reject the offer. 

1 also communicate herewith an extract from a 
despatch of the secretary of state to the minister of 
the United States at London, under date of the 
twenty-eighth of April last, directing him, in accord- 
ance with the joint resolution of congress “concern- 
ing the Oregon territory,” to deliver the notice to 
the British government for ihe abrogation of the con- 
vention of the 6th of August, 1827; and also, a copy 
of the notice transmitted to him for that purpose, to- 
gether with extracts from a despatch of that minister 
to the secretary of state, bearing date on the eigh- 
teenth day of May last. JAMES K. POLK. 

Washington, June 10th, 1846. 

PROTOCOL. 

A conference was held at the department of state, 
on the 6th June, 1846, between the honorable James 
Buchanan, secretary of state, ‘he American plenipo- 
tentiary, and the right honorable Richard Pakenham, 
the British plenipotentiary, when the negotiation re- 
specting the Oregon territory was resumed. 
British plenipotentiary made a verbal explanation of 
the motives which had induced her majesty’s govern- 
ment to instruct him to make another proposition to 
the government of the United States for the solution 
of these long existing difficulties. The secretary of 
state expressed his satisfaction with the friendly mo- 
tives which had animated the British government in 
this endeavor. 

Whereupon, the British plenipotentiary submitted 
to the secretary of state the draught of a convention 
(marked A) setting forth the terms which he had 
been instructed to propose to the government of the 
United States for the settlement of the Oregon ques- 
tion. JAMES BUCHANAN, 

RICHARD PAKENHAM. 
(A)—DRAUGHT OF CONVENTION. 

[This corresponds with the treaty, for which see the 

Proclamation of the President, on page 375.] 


MR. BUCHANAN TO MR. M’LANE.—EXTRACTS. 

Department of State, Washington, April 28, 1846. 

1 herewith transmit a notice for the abrogation of 
the convention of the 6th August, 1827, between 
Great Britain and the United States, in accordance 
with the terms prescribed in its second article. ‘This 
paper you will deliver to her Britannic Majesty in 
person, or to her majesty’s principal secretary of 
state for foreign affairs, after you shall have ascer- 
tained which of these modes of presenting it will be 
most in accordance with her majesty’s wishes. A 
duplicate of the same is transmitted, to be placed on 
file in the archives of your legation. 

As the abrogation of this convention is an act of 
an important and solemn character, the delivery of 


The | 


iy. The mode is left entirely to your own discretion; 
but I would suggest that it might be made the subject 
of a protocol, in triplicate; one copy of which should 
remain with the British government, another with 
the legation in London, and the third be transmitted 
to this department. 

In the remarks which you may have occasion to 
make on the delivery of the notice, the language to 
the preamble to the “joint resolution concerning the 
Oregon territory” must necessarily be your guide.— 

# * ¥ * * 


Congress have spoken their will upon the subject, in 
their joint resolution, and to this it is his (the presi- 
dent’s) and your duty to conform. 


To her Majesty Vicrorta, Queen of the United King- 
dom of trreat Britain and Ireland, &c., &c.. &c. 
Whereas the Congress of the United States have 

_adopted a “joint resolution concerning the Oregon 

\verritory,” of which the following is a copy: 


“JOINT RESOLUTION concerning the Oregon Territory.” 
Whereas, by the convention concluded the twentieth 
day of October, eighteen hundred and eighteen, be- 
tween the United States of America and the king of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
for the period of ten years, and afterwards indefinite- 
ly extended and continued in foree by another con- 
vention of the same perties, concluded the sixth day 
| of August, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred 
| and twenty-seven, it was agreed that any country 
that may be claimed by e:siher party on the north- 
(west coast of America westward of the Stony or 
Rocky mountains, now commonly called the Oregon 
| territory, should, together with its harbors, bays, and 
creeks, and the navigation of all rivers within the 
same, be ‘free and open’ to the vesgels, citizens, and 
subjects of the two powers, but without prejudice to 
any claim which either of the parties might have to 
any part of said country; and with this further pro- 
vision, in the second article of the said convention of 
the sixth of August, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
| seven, that either party might abrogate and annul 
‘said convention, on giving due notice of twelve 
| months to the other contracting party. 
| ‘4nd whereas, it has now become desirable that 
the respective claims of the United States and Great 
| Britain should be definitely settled, and that said ter- 
_ritory may no longer than need be remain subject to 
| the evil consequences of the divided allegiance of its 
| American and British population, and of the confu- 
'sion and conflict of national jurisdiction, dangerous 
| to the cherished peace and good understanding of the 
two countries. 
| “With a view, therefore, that steps be taken for 
‘the abrogation of the said convention of the 6th 
August, 1827, in the mode prescribed in its 2d arti- 
cle, and that the attention of the governments of 
| both countries may be the more earnestly directed to 
| the adoption of ali proper measures for a speedy and 
amicable adjustment of the differences and disputes 
in regard to the said territory: 

‘Resolved by the Senate and House of Representalives 
of the United States of “America in Congress assembled, 
That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby authorized, at his discretion, to give to the 














the twenty-eighth of April, eighteen hundred and 
forty-six, transmitting a notice for the abrogation of 
the convention of the sixth of August, eightee, 
hundred and twenty-seven, between the Uniteq 
States and Great Britain, in accordance with th, 
terms prescribed in the second article, instructing me 
to deliver the notice to her Britannic majesty in per. 
son, or toher majesty’s principal secretary of state 
for foreign affairs, as will be most agreeable to he, 
majesty’s wishes, and at the same time leaving the 
mode of the delivery of the notice entirely at my 
own discretion. 


I will of course execute your instructions at the 
earliest practicable moment. As, however, I cou|q 
only ascertain her majesty’s wishes, which I am dj. 
rected to consult through the principal secretary of 
state for foreign affairs, sufficient time has not yet 
been afforded for that purpose; and in the midst of 
the preparation cf my despatches for the steamer of 
to-morrow, and of my engagements at the foreign 
office connected with one of the topics of this letter, 
it has not been in my power to give to a subject of 
so much importance that deliberation which | am 
sensible a proper exercise of the discretion confided 
to me requires. ‘T'o-morrow, however, I propose to 
seek an interview with Lord Aberdeen for the pur- 
pose, and without loss of time finally to execute your 
instructions in the mode that may be deemed most 
effectual. I may add, that although it is altogether 
probable that the presentation of the notice to her 
majesty in person will not be admissible, and that 
where a treaty may be annulled upon notice by one 
party, the mode of delivering the notice need not be 
dependent upon the assent of the other; yet, in the 
present instance, I do not apprehend there will be 
any difficulty in giving and receiving the notice in a 
mode mutually satisfactory, and im conformity with 
usage in such cases. 

* * ¥ * * * 


I have now to acquaint you that, after the receipt 
of your despatches on the 15th inst, by the *Caledo- 
nia,” I had a lengthened conference with Lord Aner- 
deen; on which occasion the resumption of the nego- 
tiation for an amicable settlement of the Oregon 
question, and the nature of the proposition he con- 
templated submitting for that purpose, formed the 
subject of a full and free conversation. 1 have now 
to state that instructions will be transmitted to Mr. 
Pakenham by the steamer of to-morrow, to submit 
a new and further proposition on the part of this 
government for a partition of the territory in dis- 
pute. 

The proposition most probably will offer, substan- 
tially— 

First. To divide the territory by the extension ol 
the line on the parallel of forty-nine to the sea; that 
is to say, to the arm of the sea called Birch’s bay; 
thence by the canal De Arro and straits of Fuca, to 
the ocean; and confirming to the United States what, 





indeed, they would possess without any special con- 
| firmation—the right freely to use and navigate the 


Strait throughout its extent. 


Second. To secure to the British subjects occupy- 
ing lands, forts, and stations anywhere in the region 





governinent of Great Britain the notice required by 
the second article of the said convention of the sixth 
of August, eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, for 
the abrogation of the same. 

‘‘Approved, April 27, 1846.” 

Now, therefore, after a careful consideration of 
the premises, ], James K. Polk, President of the 
United States, in the exercise of the authority and 
discretion vested in me by the said “joint resolution 
concerning the Oregon Territory,” and ip pursuance 
of the secend article of the convention of the 6th 
August, 1827, therein mentioned, do hereby, in be- 
half of the United States, give notice to her majesty 
the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Jreland, that al the end of twelve months from 
and after the delivery of these presents, by the envoy | 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the | 
United States at London, to her Britannic majesty, | 
or to her majesty’s principal secretary of state for | 
foreign affairs, the said convention shall be entirely | 
annulled and abrogated. 

In testimony whereof, [ have caused the seal of | 
the United States to be hereunto affixed.— | 
Given under my hand, at Washington, this | 

[u. s liwenty-eighth day of April, A. D., 1846, and | 
of the independence of the said States the | 
seventieth. JAMES K. POLK. | 

By the President: 

James Bucnanan, Secretary of State. 





MR. M’LANE TO MR. BUCHANAN—EXTRACTS. 
London, May 18, 1846. 
I received, late in the day, on the fifteenth instant 








the notice ought to be attested with all due formali- | 


| (Friday,) your despatch number twenty seven, dated | 





north of the Columbia, and south of the forty-ninth 
parallel, a perpetual title to all their lands and sla- 
tions of which they may be in actual occupation; 
liable, however, in all respects, as I understand, to 
the jurisdiction and sovereignty of the United States 
as citizens of the United States. Similar privileges 
will be offered to be extended to citizens of the 
United States who may have settlements north of 
the forty-ninth parallel; though I presume it is pret- 
ty well understood that there are nosettlements upon 
which this nominal mutuality could operate. [ have 
no means of accurately ascertaining the extent ol 
the present British settlements between the Columbia 
and the forty-ninth parallel. They are not believed 
by Lord Aberdeen to be numerous, however; col 
sisting, as he suppuses, of a few private farms, and 
two or three forts and stations. I have already ina 

previous despatch taken the liberty to remind you 
that, by their charter, the Hudson Bay company are 
prohibited from acquiring title to lands, and that the 
occupations to be affected by this reservation have 
been made, either by the squatters of that company, 
for the purpose of evading the prohibition of the 
Hudson Bay charter. They are in point of fact, 
also, according to Captain Wilkes’ account, cuitiva 

ted and used chiefly by the persons employed on the 
service of the former company, and as auxiliary '° 


| their geveral business of hunting and trapping, tl 


er than with a view, as it has been generally suppy> 
ed, of colonizing, or of permanent settlement. ast 

Lastly. The proposition will demand, for the Huge 
son Bay company, the right of freely navigating tlie 
Columbia river. It will, however, as I undersivid 
disclaim the idea of sovereignty, or of the right © 
exercising any jurisdiction or police whatever of 
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art of this government, or of the company, and will! point of fact, therefore, the su 


late only the right of navigating the river | 
pecs same toting: snd according to the same 
regulations, as may be applicable to the citizens of | 
the United States. I have already acquainted you 
that Lord Aberdeen has very positively and explicit- 
ly declined to treat of the navigation of the St. Law- 
rence in connexion with that of the Columbia; and 
that even if it were desirable to us to propose to 
offer one for the other, he would on no account en- | 
ter into any negotiation in regard to the St. Law- 
rence! 


* * * * * J haveseen no cause to change the 


opinion that, in any attempt to divide the Oregon 
territory, the obligation felt by this government to 
protect the rights of their subjects which may have 
been acquired or have grown up during the joint oc- 
cupation, would most probably interpose the greatest 
difficulty in the way of an amicable adjustment.— 
And it is now obvious that the proposed reservation 
of the right to the Hudson Bay company of freely 
navigating the Columbia, and that in favor of the 
British occupants north of the river, proceed from 
this source; although it is probable that more or less 





pride may be felt at giving up now, without what 
they may deem an adequate equivalent, what has) 
been hitherto tendered by our negotiators. 


In fact, except in the surrender to the United | 
States of the title of the lands not occupied by Bri- 
{ish subjects between the Columbia and the forty- 
ninth parallel, and also the surrender of the jurisdic- 
tion over the river and country within the same lim- 
its, I am afraid it may, wilh some plausibility, be | 
contended that there isno very material difference | 
between the present proposition and that offered to 
Mr. Gallatin by Messrs. Addington and Huskisson, | 
the British negotiators in 1827. 

It is scarcely necessary for me to state that the 
proposition, as now submitted, has not received my 
countenance. * * * * * Ihave, therefore, felt 
itmy duly to discourage any expectation that it would 
be accepted by the president; or, if submitted to | 
that body, approved by the senate. | 

{ do not think there can be much doubt, however, | 
that an impression has been produced here that the | 
senate would accept the proposition now offered, at | 
least without any material modification, and that the 
presi¢ent would not take the responsibility of reject: | 
ing 1t without consulting the senate. If there be| 
any reasonable ground to entertain such an impres 
sion, however erroneous, an offer less objectionable, 
in the first instance, at least, could hardly be ex-| 
pected. 

it may be considered certain, also, in my opinion, | 
that the offer now to be made is not to be submitted | 
as an ultimatum, and is not intended as such; though 
[have reason to know that Mr. Pakenham will not 
he authorized to accept or reject any modification 
proposed on our part; but that he will, in such case, 
be instructed to refer the modification to his govern- | 
ment. 


| 
} 


| 
lt is not to be disguised that, since the president’s | 
ainual message, and the public discussion that has | 
subsequently taken place in the senate, it will be dif- | 
ficult, if not impossible, to conduct the negotiation 
in its fulure stages, without reference te the epinion | 
of senators, or free from speculation as to the degree | 
of control they may exercise over the result.—_| 
Whatever, therefore, might be prudent and regular 
in the ordinary course of things, | think it of the ut- 
most importance, upon the present occasion, if the 
president should think proper lo propose any modifi- 
cation of the offer to be made by Mr. Pakenlain, 
that the modification should be understood as pos- 
sessing the concurrence of the co-ordinate branch of 
the treaty power. 


It is not easy to conjecture, with any certainty, 


the extent to which this government might be in- | 
duced to modify the proposition, even if they should 


be assured that the senate, no !ess than the president, 
demanded it. It must not escape observation that, 
during the preceding administration of our govern- 
ment, the extension of the line on the forty-ninth 
parailel to the strait of Fuca, as now proposed by 


Lord Aberdeen, was actually suggested by my imme- | 
diate predecessor as one he thought his government | 


Might accept; and that, in regard to those English 


bubjects who would be left within American jurfs-) 


diction by adopting that boundary, he considered the 
Provisions of the second article of Jay’s treaty as a 
Precedent for a convenient mode of dealing with 
them, By 
ever, British subjects would not only be secured in 
the absolute title te all their lands and effeets as fully 
48 by Lord Aberdeen’s proposition, but would be ai- 
Owed the option to continue as British subjects, and 
Without any allegiance to the government of the 
Bited States, which, according to Lord Aberdeen’s 
er, as T understand it, they would not possess, | 


ri 
aii 


the second article of Jay’s treaty, how- , ; 
| It may not be amiss, before leaving this subject, to 
‘call your attention to the position of the present 
| ministry. 
| the proposed commercial relaxations is quite certain; 
‘and the corn bill, having now finally passed the | 
house of commons, may be expected at no remote | 
' day, to pass the fords by a majority no less 
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bstantial points of the; From that time, however, the tie which has hitherto 
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present offer, and those which may be expected to be | kept the whig party in support of Sir Robert Peel, 


regarded as most objectionable, are little more than | 
the embodiment of the various offers or suggestions | 
which, at different times, have, in some form or other, 
proceeded from our own negotiators. , | 
| have myself always believed, if the extension of | 
the line of boundary on the forty-ninth parallel by | 
the strait of Fuca to the sea would be acceptable to | 
our government, that the demand of a right freely to | 
navigate the Columbla river could be compromised 
upon a point of time by conceding it for such period | 
as might be necessary for the trade of the Hudson | 
Bay company north or south of the forty-ninth par- | 
allel. Entertaining great confidence in that opinion, | 
and deeming it only reasonable, | confess that, from | 
an early period, J have used every argument and per- 
suasion in my power to reconcile Lord Aberdeen to | 
such a limitation; and, although, 1am quite aware | 
that, with a portion of the British public, an impor- | 
tance it by no means deserves is attached to the na- | 
vigation of the Columbia river, and that in others it | 
is undeservedly regarded asa point cf pride, I have | 
been disappointed by the pertinacity with which it) 
has been, at sc much risk, insisted upon. Feeling | 
very sure, however, that the present offer is not made | 
or intended as an ultimatum, I think it only reasona- | 
ble to infer an expectation on the part of those who 
are offering it, not only that modifications may be | 
suggested, but that they may be reasonably required. 
And therefore [| still entertain the opinion, that al- 
though, from a variety of causes—in part, perhaps, 
from an expectation that in the United States this | 
point may not be absolutely insisted upon, and in | 
part from deference to interests and impressions at | 
home—they could not be induced in the first in- | 
stance to make an offer with such a qualification; | 
yet, if the adjustment cf the question should be| 
found to depend upon this point only, they would | 
yield the demand lo the permanent navigation of the | 
river, and be content to accept it for such a number | 
of years as would afford all the substantial advan. | 
tages to those inteests they have particularly in view 
that could be reasonably desired. If the only ques- 
tion upon which the adjustment of the Oregon ques- | 
tion depended should be whether the navigation of | 
the Columbia river should be granted for a period 
suflicient to subserve ali the purposes of British sub- | 
jects within the disputed territory, or whether the 
right should be extended indefinitely to a particular | 
class of British subjects, 1 must believe that no Eng- | 
lish statesman, in the face of his denial of a similar 
privilege to American citizens in regard to the St. | 
Lawrence, would take the hazard upon this point) 
alone of disturbing the peace of the world. Indeed, 
if the same ministry from whom the present offer | 
proceeds should continue masters of their own pro- | 
position by remaining in office until the qualification 
1 am adverting to would have to be dealt with, 1! 
should feel entire confidence in the belief lL have now 


| expressed. 


I regret to sav, however, that | have not the least | 
expectation that a less reservation than is proposed | 
in favor of the ccecupants of Jand between the Co- | 
lumbia and the 49th parallel would be assented to.— | 


I may repeat my conviction, founded upon al! ihe 


discussions in which I have been engaged here, that, | 
in making partition of the Oregon territory, the| 
| protection of those interests which have grown up| 
| during the joint occupation is regarded as an indis- | 
| pensable obligation on the score of honor, and as 
|impossible to be neglected. 1 am quite sure that it 
| was at one time in contemplation to insist upon the 
| free navigation of the Columbia river for British | 
| subjects and British commerce generally, and that it | 


| has been ultimately confined to the Hudson Bay com- | 
| 


pany, aller great resistance, and, in the end, most re- 

luctantly. Being so confined, however, it would be 
|only reasoaable to limit the enjoyment of the right 
to a period beyond which the company might have | 
no great object to use the river for the purposes of 
their trade. But the interests of the British subjects 
who have settled upon, and are occupying, lauds | 
| north of the 49th, are considered as perinanent, and | 
|entitled, when passing under a new jurisdiction, to 
have their possession secured, This, at least, is the 
view taken of the subject by this governmeat, and 
! not at all likely in my opinion to be changed. 

] may add, too, that | have not the least reason to | 
suppose it would be possible to obtain the extension 
of the 49th parallel to the sea, so as to give the 
southern cape of Vancouver’s island to the United | 
States, 


The success of their measures respecting | 


lec} ive, 


itwo of Mr. McLane'’s 


will be dissolved; and the determination of the pro- 
teclionist party, who supposed themselves to have 


been betrayed, to drive him from office, has lost none 


of its vigor or power. Indeed, it is confidently re- 
ported, in quariers entitled to great respect, that 
they have even offered to the leader of the whig 
party to select his own time, and that, when he is 
ready, they will be no less prepared to force minis- 
ters to resign. Ihave reason te know that, at pre- 
sent, ministers themselves believe a change to be in- 
evitable, and are considering only the mode and the 
time in which it will most likely happen. It will not 
be long, after the success of the measures for the 
repeal of the ‘corn laws,” before opportunities 
enough for the accomplishment of the object will 
occur. The ‘‘factory bill,” regulating the hours of 
labor, will afford one, and most probably that on 
which the change will take place. With a know- 
ledge that the change, sooner or later, must he una- 
voidable, and that the offer has been made to the pro- 
bable head of a new ministry to select his own time, 
may it not be expected that, instead of waiting quiet- 
ly to allow the whig leader to select the time of 
coming in, the present premier will rather select his 
own time and mode of going out, and, with his usual 


\sagacity, so regulate his retirement as to leave as 


few obstacles as possible to his restoration to power? 


In that case it is not very unlikely he would prefer 
;going out upon the ‘factory bill,” before taking 
|ground apon more important measures; and if so, it 
! 


will not surprise me to witness the coming in of a 
miuistry by the end of June, or earlier. With a 
kuowledge of the proposition now to be made, I am 
not prepared to say that one more objectionable 
might have been apprehended from a whig ministry; 
unless, indeed, the present government may be sup- 
posed to be prepared to accept qualifications when 
proposed by the presicent, which it was unwilling at 
first to offer. Upon that supposition it might be de- 
sirable that the molfications should be offered before 


the coming in of a new minister, who, finding only 
the acts of his predecessor, without a knowledge of 


his intentions, might not be so ready to take the re- 
sponsibility of assenting to a change. 


MESSAGE 
From the President of the Uniled States, communicating 
a convention with Great Britain, concluded at Wash- 
ington, June 15, 1346. 
To the Senate of the United States: 

In accordance with the resolution of the Senate of 
the 12th inst., that the **President of the United 
States, be and he is hereby advised to accept the 
proposal of the British govetnment, accompanying 
his message to the senate, dated 10th June, 1846, for 
a convention to settle boundaries, &c., between the 
Uniied States and Great Britain, west of the Rocky 
or Stony mountains,’”? a convention was concluded 
and signed on the 15th instant, by the Secretary of 
State, on the part of the United States, and the envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of her 
Britannic majesty on the part of Great Britain. 

This convention I now lay before the senate for 
their consideration, with a view to its ratification. 

JAMES K. POLK. 

iWVashingion, June 16, 1846. 

The provisions of the convention corresponds with the 
treaty, inserted in another place. 


MESSAGE 
From the President of the United States, communicating 
documents not heretofore communicated to the senate 
relative to the Oregon territory, in answer to the reso- 

lution of the senate of L7lh June, 1846. 

To the Senate of the United Siates: 

I herewith transmit, in compliance with the re- 
quest of the senate in their resolution of the 17th of 
June, 1346, a report of the secretary of state, to 
gether with a copy of all “tthe despatches and in. 
structions” ‘relative to the Oregon treaty,” ‘fore 
warded to our minister, Mr. McLane,” “not hereto. 
fore communicated to the senate,” including a state- 
ment of the propositions for the adjustment of the 
Oregon question previously made and rejected by 
the respective governments. This statement was 
luanished to Mr, McLane before his departure from 
the country, and is dated on the 12th July, 1845, the 
day on which the note was addressed by the secreta- 
ry of state to Mr. Pakenham, offering to settle the 
settle the controversy by the 49th parallel of Jati- 
tude, which was rejected by that minister on the 29th 
of July foliowing. 

‘he senate wil] perceive that extracts from but 

“despatches and communica 
tions to this goverament” are transmitted; and these 
only because they were necessary io explain the an 
swers given tu them hy the seeretary of state, 
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These despatches are both numerous and volumi- 
nous, and, from their confidentia! character, their 
publication, it is believed, would be highly prejudi 
cial to the public interests. 

Public considerations alone have induced me to 
withhold the despatches of Mr. McLane addressed 
to the sacretary of state. I concur with the secre- 
tary of state in the views presented in his report, 
herewith transmitted, against the publication of these 
despatches. 

Mr. McLane has performed his whole duty to his 
country; and I am not only willing, but anxious that 
every senator who may desire it, shal] have an op- 
portunity of perusing these despatches at the depart- 
ment of state. The secretary of state has been in- 
structed to afford every facility for this purpose. 

JAMES K. POLK. 

Washington, July 21, 1846. 


To the President of the United States: 

The secretary of state, to whom was referred the 
resolution of the senate, of the 17th ultimo, request- 
ing the president ‘to communicate te the senate a 
copy of all the correspondence which has taken 
place between this government and that of Great 
Britain relative to the Oregon treaty, together with 
the despatches and instructions forwarded to our 
minister, Mr. McLane, and a full and camplete copy 
of his despatches and communications to this govern- 
ment on the same subject, not heretofore commuui- 
cated to the senate,” respectfully reports that no cor 


respondence has taken place between this govern- | 


ment and that of Great Britain, relative to the Ore- 
gon treaty, which has not heretofore been communi- 
cated to the senate. 


|pleasant consequences to themselves. 





| 





i 
} 
| 





the conduct of foreign affairs in other countries 
would feel the necessity of observing towards our di- 
plomatic agents a guarded silence, different from the 
course which might safely be pursued towards the 
ministers of other powers. The private and confi- 
dential intercourse between ministers of different 
countries, which often leads to the most important 
and beneficial results, would cease to exist in regard 
to the ministers of the United States. In this man- 
ner, one of the great purposes of sending ministers 
abroad would be defeated. 

Besides, the publication of such communications, 
especially if coupled with the minister’s unreserved 
comments, made confidentially to his own govern- 
ment, would place him in a position towards those 
whose confidence he had thus been made instrumen- 
tal in violating, which no honorable man would de- 
sire to occupy. 

The publication of such despatches would exercise 
an unbappy influence upon the conduct of our diplo- 
matic agents. In order to shield themselves from 
reproach, they might then be induced either to com- 
municate important information, with their observa- 
tions upon it, in private letters, and through other 
channels not subject to official inspection, or to re- 
frain allogether from making communications except 


‘such as might be published to the world without un- 


In the first 
case, that information which ought to exist in the 
archives of the department for the use of the gov- 
ernment in all future time, would be confined to a 
few individuals; and in the last, the government 
might be deprived of the information necessary to 
avert danger from the country, or to promote the 
best interests of the people in their intercourse with 


The secretary of state herewith submits to the | foreign nations. 


president, copies of all ‘‘the despatches and instruc- 


The secretary is deeply sensible that, from the 


tions forwarded to our minister, Mr. McLane, and | very nature of our institutions, the greatest publicity 
also a full and complete copy of his despatches and ought to be given to the conduct of all public agents. 
communications to this government” on the subject | There should be no exception to this rule, unless in 
of the Oregon treaty, ‘‘not heretofore communicated |cases where the public interest imperatively de- 


to congress.” 


He also submits the copy of a note | mands it. 


Whether this be such a case, is respect- 


from Lord Aberdeen to Mr. McLane, dated on the | fully presented for the decision of the president. 


22d May last. 


In regard to his own “‘despatches and instructions” | tary of state to make these suggestions. 


Publie considerations alone have induced the secre- 
In perform- 


to Mr, McLane, the secretary 1s not aware of any | ing this duty, he need scarcely say that every facili- 
public considerations which now oppose their trans- | ty for this purpose will most cheerfully be afforded 


mission to the senate. On thecontrary, he deems it 
eminently proper that entire copies of them all 


should be furnished to that body without further delay. | 


In regard to the despatches of Mr. McLane to this 
government, a serious question arises as to the pro- 
priety of communicating them to the senate. 
question he deems it proper to present to the presi- 
dent for his determination; because its decision may 
involve consequences for all future time, essentially 


The | 


affecting the ability of the executive department of | 
the government to conduct our intercourse with for- | 


eign nations in such manner as best to promote the 
public interest. 

Jt isa primary duty of a foreign minister to com- 
municate freely to his government all that he sees or 
hears, which can have any bearing upon the interests 
of his country, together with his own opinions and 
speculations upon passing events, both at home or 
abroad, connected with the objects of his mission.— 


| 


at the department of state to any senator who may 
desire to peruse the despatches of Mr. McLane. 
All which is respectfully submitted by 
JAMES BUCHANAN. 








Eras. 1x 


THE SUB-TREASURY BILL. 





Aw act to provide for the better organization of the 
treasury, and for the collection, safe keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of public revenue: 
Whereas, by the fourth section of the act, entitled 


‘An act to establish the treasury department,” ap- 


} 
| 
| 


proved September second, seventeen hundred and 


eighty-nine, it was provided that it should be the 
duty of the treasurer to receive and keep the mo- 


It is his business to seek information from every | 


source Within his reach, and to place his own gov- 
ernment in possession of all that he acquires. Such 
information is essential to enable this government 
successfully to perform its duties to the country, in 


neys of the United States, and to disburse the same 
upon warrants drawn by the secretary, countersign- 
ed by the comptroller, and recorded by the register, 
and not otherwise; and whereas, it is found necessa- 


ry to make further provisions to enable the treasurer 


our present extended intercourse wiih foreign na- | 


tions. Whatever, therefore, would tend to close up 
the sources of information against our diploimatic 
agents abroad, or to deter them from freely commu- 
nicating all the information in their possession, could 
not fail to prove seriously detrimental to the national 
interest. 


Mr. McLane has, in the fullest manner, performed 
his duty in this respect. His despatches are both 
numerous and voluminous. He has kept the depart- 
ment well advised of all that it was necessary for it 
to know in relation to the different and varying as- 
pects which the Oregon question has assumed in 
England. No person, however, who peruses these 
despatches can suppose that, with the exception of 
very small portions of them, they were intended for 
publication, or that the probability of such an event 
had been contemplated by him. 

If, under such circumstances, his conversations 
with individuals in office and out of oflice, which 
from their very nature were confidential, should be 
published to the world, this would have a strong ten 
dency to obsiruct every avenue of information against 
our diplomatic agents, and greatly to impair their 
usefulness; and, on great occasions, the possibility of 
a candid disclosure to them of the intentions of a 
foreign government, or of the real motives which 


the better to carry into effect the intent of said sec- 
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keeping, transfer, and disbursements of ali such 
rer according to the provisions hereinafter con- 
tained. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the rooms 
which were directed to be prepared and provided 
within the custom houses in the city of New York, 
in the state of New York, and inthe city of Boston, 
in the state of Massachusetts, for the use of the re- 
ceivers general of the public moneys, under the pro. 
visions of the act entitled ‘*An act to provide for the 
collection, safe keeping, transfer, and disbursement 
of the public revenue,” approved July fourth, eigh- 
teen hundred and forty, shall be for the use of the 
assistant treasurers hereinafter directed to be ap. 
pointed at those places respectively, as shall also be 
the fire-poof vaults and safes prepared and provided 
within said rooms for the keeping of the pudiic mo- 
neys collected and deposited witi them, respectively; 
and the assistant treasurers, from time to time ap- 
pointed at those points, shall have the custody and 
care of the said rooms, vaults, and safes, respec- 
tively, and of all the public money doposited within 
the same, and shall perform all the duties required 
to be performed by them, in reference to the receipt, 
safe keeping, transfer, and disburseinent of all such 
moneys according to the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the offices, 
with suitable and convenient rooms, which were di- 
rected to be erected, prepared, and provided for the 
use of receivers general of public money, at the ex- 
pense of the Umited States, at the city of Charles. 
ton, in the state of South Carolina, and at the city 
of St. Louis, in the state of Missouri, under the act 
entitled “*An act to provide for the collection, safe 
keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the public 
revenue,” approved July fourth, eighteen hundred 
and forty, shall be for the use of the assistant trea- 
surers heremafter directed to be appointed at the 
places above named; as shall be also the fire-proof 
vaults and safes, erected within the said offices and 
rooms, for the keeping of the public money collect- 
ed ard deposited at those points, respectively; and 
also suitable apartments, with fire-proof vaults and 
safes, for the keeping of the public money collected 
and deposited at Detroit, shall be fitted up in the 
building belonging to the United States, in that city, 
for the use of the assistant treasurer hereinafter di- 
rected there to be appointed; and the said assistant 
treasurers, from time to time appointed, at those 
places, shall have the custody and care of the said 
offices, vaults, and safes, erected, prepared, and pro- 
vided as aforesaid, and of all the public moneys de- 
posited within the same, and shall perform all the 
duties required to be performed by them, in refer- 
ence to the receipt, safe keeping, transfer, and dis- 
bursement of all such moneys, according to the pro- 
visions hereinafter contained. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, ‘That the presi- 
dent shal] nominate, and, by and with the advice and 
consent of the senate, appoint four officers, to be de- 
nominated assistant treasurers of the United States, 
which said officers shall hold their respective offices 
for the term of four years, unless sooner removed 
therefrom; one of which shall be located at the city 
of New York, in the state of New York; one other 
of which shall be located in the city of Boston, in 
the state of Massachusetts; one other of which shall 
be located at the city of Charleston, in the state of 
South Carolina; and one other at St. Louis, in the 


tion in relation to the receiving and disbursing the | State of Missouri. And all of which said officers 


moneys of the United States: ‘Therefore— 
Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 


of the United States of America in congress assembled, 


‘treasury building at the seat of goverment for the | 


That the rooms prepared and provided in the new 


use of the treasurer of the United States, his assist- 


ants, and clerks, and occupied by them, ond also the | 


fire proof vaults and safes erected in said rooms for 


the keeping of the public moneys in the possession 


and under the immediate control of the said treasur- 
er, and such other apartments as are provided for in 
this act, as places of deposit of the public money, 


are hereby constituted, and declared to be, the trea- 


isury of the United States. 


} 
j 


And al! moneys paid m. 
to the same shall be subject to the draft of the trea- 
surer, drawn agreeably to appropriations made by 
law. 


| 


' 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the mint of | 


the United States, in the city of Philadelphia, in the 
state of Pennsylvania, and the branch mint in the 


° . y . . — } 
city of New Orleans, in the state of Louisiana, and | 


the vaults and safes thereof, respectively, shall be 
places of deposite and safe keeping of the public 
moneys at those points, respectively; and the trea- 
surer of the said mint and branch mint, respectively, 
for the time being, shall be assistant treasurers under 
the provisions of thts act, and shall have the custody 
and care of all public moneys deposited within the 


} 


| 
| 


shall give bonds to the United States, with sureties, 
according to the provisions hereinafter contained, for 
the faithful discharge of the duties of their respec- 
live offices. 

Sec. 6. And be it further cnacted, That the treasur- 
er of the United States, the treasurer of the mint of 
the United States, the treasurers and those acting a8 
such, of the various branch mints, all collectors of 
the customs, all surveyors of the customs acting also 
as collectors, all assistant treasurers, all receivers of 
the public moneys at the several land offices, all 
postmasters, and ali public officers of whatsoever 
character, be and they are hereby, required to keep 
safely without loaning, using, depositing in banks, oF 
exchanging for other funds than is allowed by tls 
act, all the publie money collected by them, or other- 
wise at any time placed in their possession and cus- 
tody, till the same is ordered by the proper depart- 
ment or officer of the government, to be transferred 
or paid out; and when such order for transfer or pay- 
ment is reccived, faithfully and promptly to make 
the same as directed, and to doand perform all other 
duties as fiscal agents of the government which way 
Le imposed by this or any other acts of congress, oF 
by any regulation of the treasury department mace 
in conformity to law; and also, to do and perform a! 
acts and duties required by the law, or by directioD 
of any of the executive departments of the govern 


. - . . ! " ° . ~ . . olin’ 
might control the action of its ministers, would be | same, and shall perform all the duties required to be| ment, as agents for paying pensions, or for making 
entirely out of the question. Persons intrusted with; performed by them, ia reference to the receipt, safe} any other disbursements winch either of the heads 
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of those departments may be required by law to 
make, and which are of a character to be made by 
the depositories hereby constituted consistently with | 
the other official duties imposed upon them. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the treasur- 
er of the United States, the treasurer of the mint of 
the United States, the treasurer of branch mint at 
New Orleans, and all the assistant treasurers here- 
inbefore directed to be appointed, shal! respectively 

ive bonds to the United States, faithfully to dis- 
charge the duties of their respective offices accord- 
ing to law, and for such amounts as shal! be directed 
by the secretary of the treasury, with sureties to the 
satisfaction of the solicitorof the treasury: and shall, 
from time to time, renew, strengthen, and increase 
their official bonds, as the secretary of the treasury 
may direct; any law in reference to any of the offi- 
cial bonds of any of the said officers to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 








may require, with such compensation, not exceeding 
six dojlars per day and travelling expenses as he may 
think reasonable, to be fixed and declared at the 


| time of each appointment. The agents selected to | 


make these examinations shall be instructed to ex- 
amine as well the books, accounts, and returns of 
the officer, as the money on hand, and the manner of 
its being kept, to the end that uniformity and accn- 
racy in the accounts, as well as safety to the public 
moneys, may be secured thereby. 


to the examination provided for in the last preced- 
ing section, and asa further guard over the public 
moneys, it shall be the duly of each naval officer and 
surveyor, as a check upon the assistant treasurer, or 
the collector of the customs, of their respective dis- 





Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the secretary of the treasury, at as early 
a day as possible after the passage of this act, to re- 
quire from the several depositaries hereby constitut- 


‘mint, when separate offices, as a check upon the 
treasurers respectively, of the said mints, or the 
| persons acting as such, at the close of each quarter 
| of the year, and as much more frequently as they 


ed, and whose official bonds are not hereinbefore | shall be directed by the sectretary of the treasury to 


provided for, to execute bonds, new and suitable in 


| do so, to examine the books, accounts, returns, and 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That in addition | 


tricts; of each register of a land office, as a check | 
upon the receiver of his Jand office; and of the di-| 
rector and superintendent of each mint and branch | 


their terms, to meet the new and increased duties| money on hand, of the assistant treasurers, collee- 
imposed upon them, respectively, by this act, and! tors, receivers of land offices, treasurers of the mint 
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| and taken to be prima facie evidence of such em- 
| bezzlement; and if any officer charged with the dis- 
bursement of public moneys shall accept or receive, 
or transmit to the treasury department to be allow- 
ed in his favor, any receipt or voucher from a ere- 
| ditor of the United States, without having paid to 
| such creditor in such funds as the said officer may 
| have received for disbursement, or such other funds 
| ashe may be authorized by this act to take in ex- 
| change, the full amount specified in such receipt or 
voucher, every such act shall be deemed to be a con- 
version by such officer to his own use of the amount 
specified in such receijt or voucher; and any officer 
or agent of the United States, and all persons advis- 
ing or participating in such act, being convicted 
thereof, before any court of the United States of 
competent jurisdiction, shall be sentenced to impri- 
sonment for a term of not Jess than six months nor 
more than ten years,and to a fine equal to the 
amount of the money embezzled. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That until the 
rooms, offices, vaults, and safes, directed by the first 
four sections of this act to be constructed and pre- 
pared for the use of the treasurer of the U. States, 
the treasurers of the mints at Philadelphia and New 
Orleans, and the assistant treasurers at New York, 
Boston, Charleston, Detroit, and St. Louis can be 
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with sureties and in sums such as shall seem reason- | 
able and safe to the solicitor of the treasury; and, | 
from time to time, to require such bonds to be re- | 
newed and increased in amount, and strengthened by | 
new sureties, to meet any increasing responsibility | 
which may grow out of accumulations of money in| 
the hands of the depositary, or out of any other duty | 
or responsibility arising under this or any other law | 
of congress. | 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all collec- | 
tors and receivers of public money, of every cha- | 


and each branch mint, and persons acting as such; constructed and prepared for use, it shall be the duty 
and to make a full, accurate, and faithful return to| of the secretary of the treasury to procure suitable 
the treasury department of their condition. rooms for offices for those officers at their respective 
Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the said | locations, and to contract for such use of vaults and 
officers, respectively, whose duty it is made, by this | safes as may be required for the safe keeping of the 
act, to receive, keep, and disburse the public mo-| public moneys in the charge and custody of those 
neys, as the fiscal agents of the government, may be | Officers, respectively; and the expenses to be paid by 
allowed any necessary additional expenses for clerks, | the United States. 
fire-proof chests or vaults, or other necessary ex-| nd whereas, by the thirtieth section of the act en- 
penses of safe keeping, transferring, and disbursing | titled “An act to regulate the collection of duties 
said moneys; all such expenses of every character | Imposed by law on the tonnage of ships or vessels, 


racter and description, within the District of Colum- to be first expressly authorized by the secretary of | and on goods, wares, and merchandise imported into 


| 


bia, eall, ae frequently a8 they. may, be directed by | the treasury, whose directions upon all the above | the United States,” and approved July thrity-one, 


the secretary of the treasury, or the postmaster ge- 
neral, so to do, pay over to the treasurer of the U. 
States, at the treasury, all public moneys collected 
by them, orin their hands; that all such collectors 
and receivers of public moneys within the cities of 
PhiladeJphia and New Orleans shall, upon the same 


direction, pay over to the treasurers of the mints in. 


their respective cities, at the said mints, all public 
moneys collected by them, or in their hands; and that 
all such collectors and receivers of public moneys 
within the cities of New York, Boston, Charleston. 
and St. Louis, shall, upon the same direction, pay 
over to the assistant treasurers in their respective 
cities, at their offices, respectively, all the public 
moneys collected by them, or in their hands, to be 
safely kept by the said respective depositaries until 
otherwise disposed of according to law; and it shall 
be the duty of the said secretary and postmaster ge- 
neral respectively, to direct such payments by the 
said collectors and receivers at ail the said places, at 
least as often as once in each week, and as much 
more frequently, in all cases, as they in their discre- 
tion may think proper. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawfal for the secretary of the treasury to transfer 
the moneys in the hands of any depositary hereby 


constituted to the treasury of the United States, to | 


be there safely kept, to the credit of the treasurer of 
the United States, according to the provisions of 
this act; and, also to transfer moneys in the hands of 


any one depositary constituted by this act to any | 


other depositary consituted by the same, at his dis- 
cretion and as the safety of the public moneys and 


the convenience of the public service shall seem to 
him to require; which authority to transfer the mo- | 
neys belonging to the post office department is also! 


hereby conferred upon the postmaster general, so far 


as its exercise by him may be consistent with the | 


provisions of existing laws; and every depositary 
constituted by this act shall keep his account of the 
money paid to or deposited with him, belonging to the 


post office department, separate and distinct from the | 
} 


account kept by him of other public moneys so paid 


or deposited. And for the purpose of payments on | 


the public account, it shall be lawful for the trea- 


surer of the United States to draw upon any of the | 


said depositaries, as he may think most conducive to 
the public interests, or to the convenience of the 
public creditors, or both. And each depositury so 
drawn upon shail make returus to the treasury and 
post office departments of all money received and 
paid by him, at such times and in such form as shall be 
directed by the secretary of the treasury or the post- 
master general. 


Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the secre- 
sry of the treasury shall be, and he is hereby au- 
thorized to cause examinations to be made of the 
books, accounts, and money on hand, and of the se- 
veral depositaries corstituted by this act; and for 
that purpose to appoint special agents, as occasion 





subjects, by way of regulation and otherwise, so far | seventeen hundred and eighty: nine, it was provided 
as authorized by Jaw, are to be strictly followed by | that all fees and dues collected by virtue of that act 
allthe said officers: Provided, that the whole num-, should be received in gold and silver coin only; and 
| ber of clerks to be appointed by virtue of this sec- | Whereas also, by the fifth section of the act approv- 
| tion of this act shall not exceed sixteen;and that the | ed May tenth, eighteen hundred, entitled **An act to 
_ aggregate compensations of the whole number shall amend the act entitled ‘An act providing for the sale 
not exceed sixteen thousand dollars, nor shall the’ of the lands of the United States in the territory 
compensation of any one clerk so appointed exceed | northwest of the Ohio, and above the mouth of the 
| one thousand doljars per annum. | Kentucky river,’” it was provided that payment for 
| Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That the secre-| the said Jands shall be made by all purebasers tn 
tary of the treasury may, at his discretion, transfer specie, or in evidences of the public debt; and where- 
| the balances remaining with any of the present de- | a8 experience has proved that said provisions ought 
| positaries, as he may deem the safety of the public , to be revived and enforced, according to the true and 
| money or the public convenience may require: Pro-| wise intent of the constitution of the United States— 
vided, That nothing in this act shall be so construed Sec. 19. 4nd be it further enacted, That on the first 
as to authorize the secretary of the treasury to trans- | day of January, in the year eighteen hundred and 
fer the balances remaining with any of the present | forty-seven, and thereafter, all duties, taxes, sales 
depositaries, to the depositaries constituted by this of public lands, debts, and sums of money accruing 
act, before the first day of January next. And pro- | or becoming due to the United States, and also ail 
vided that, for the purpose of payments of public | sums due for pustages, or otherwise, to the general 
‘account, out of balances remaining with the present | post oflice department, shall be paid in gold and sil- 
depositaries, it shal] be lawful for the treasurer of | ver coin only. 
‘the United States to draw upon any of the said de-| See, 20. .Ind be it further enacted, That on the first 
| positaries us he may think most conducive to the | day of April, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, and 
public interest, or to the convenience of the public | thereafter, every officer or agent engaged in making 
creditors, or both. disbursements on account of the United States, or 
Sec. 16. 4nd be it further enacted, That all mar- | of the general post office, shall make all payments 
shais, district attorneys, and others having public jn gold and silver coin only; and any receiving or 
| money to pay to the United States, and all patentees | disbursing oflicer or agent who shall neglect, evade, 
| wishing to make payment for patents to be issued, | or yjolate the provisions of this and the last preced- 
may pay all such moneys to the treasurer of the U.! ing section of this act, shall, by the secretary of the 
States, to the treasurer of either of the mints in Phi- treasury be immediately reported to the President 
| ladelphia, or New Orleans, to either of the other as- | of the United States, with the facts of such neglect, 
sistant treasurers, or to such other depositary con- evasion, or viclation; and also to congress, if in ses- 
stituted by this act as shall be designated by the sec- | sion; and if net in session, at the commencement of 
retary of the treasury in other parts of the United | jis session next after the violation takes place, 
States to receive such payments, and give receipts | Sec Ql]. And be it further enacted, That noexchange 
or certificats of deposite therefor. 'of funds shall be made by any disbursing officers or 


Sec. 17. And be it further enasted, Thatall officers | agents of the government, of any grade or denomi- 


and other persons charged by this or any other act) nation w batsoever, or connected with any branch of 


| 
| with the safe keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the public service, other than an exchange for gold 
the public moneys, other than those connected with | and silver, and every such disbursing oflicer shail 
the pest office depariment, are hereby required to) make his pay ments inthe money so furnished, or 
keep an accurate entry of each sum received, and of | when those means for his disbursements are furnish- 
each payment or transier, and that if any one of the ed to him in gold and silver, shall make his payments 
said officers or of those connected with the post of in the money sO furnished; or when those means are 
fice department, shail convert to his own use, in any | furnished to him in drafts, shall cause those drafts 
| way whatever, or shall use, by way of investment | to be presented at their place of payment, and pro- 
in any kind of property or merchandise, or shall) perly paid according to the law; and shall make his 
‘joan, with or without interest, or shall deposite in| payments in the money so received for the drafts 
‘any bank, or shall exchange for other funds except furnished, unless in such case he can exchange the 
‘as allowed by this act, any portion of the public mo-| means in his hands for gold and silver at par. And 
| neys entrusted to him for safe keeping, disbursement, | tt shall be, and 13 hereby, made the duty ol the head 
‘transfer, or for any other purpose, every such act) of the proper department immediately to suspend 
| shall be deemed and adjudged to be an embezzle-| from duty any disdursing ollicer who shail violate 
| ment of so much of the said moneys as shall be thus/ (he provisions of this section, and forthwith to re- 
| taken, converted, invested, used, loaned, deposited, | port (hename of the ollicer or agent to the president, 
| or exchanged, which is hereby declared to be a fe-| with the fact of the violation, and all the cireum- 
'lony; and any failure to pay over or to produce the | stances accompany ing the same and within the 
| public moneys entrusted tosuch person shall be held | knowledge of tiie said secretary, to the end thut 
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such officer or agent may be promptly removed { improvement within the states, or to appropriate {ocean and lake shores, for the purpose of renderin 
from office, or restored to his trust and the perform- | money from the treasury for that purpose. 
ance of his duties, as to the president may seem just | this bill assumes for the federal government the 


and proper: Provided, however, that these disburs. | right to exercise’ power, cannot, [ think, be doubted. 


ing officers having, at present, credits in the banks,| The approved course of the government, and the 


That | our navigation safe and easy, and of affording pro. 


—— 
. ee ee 


ea 
° 


tection and shelter for our navy and other shipping, 
These are safeguards placed in existing channels of 
navigation. After the long acquiescence of the go. 


shall, until the first day of January next, be allowed | deliberately expressed-judgment of the people, have | vornment through all preceding administrations, [ 
to check on the same, allowing the public creditors | denied the existence of such a power under the con-/|am not disposed to question or disturb the authority 


to receive their pay from the banks cither in specie 
or bank notes. 
Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 


the duty of the secretary of the treasury, to issue | 


and publish regulations to enforce the speedy pre- 
sentation of all government dra/ts for the payment 
atthe place where payable, and to prescribe the 
time, according to the different disiances of the de- 
positaries from the seat of government, within which 
ail drafts upon them, respectivelly, shail be present- 
ed for payment; and, in default of such presentation, 
to direct any other modeand place of payment which 
he may deem proper; but, in all those regulations 
and directions, it shall be the duty of the secretary 
of the treasury to guard, as far as may be, against 
those drafts being used or thrown into circulation as 
a paper currency or medium of exchange. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That the assist- 
ant treasurers directed by this act to be appointed 
shall receive, respectively, the following salaries per 
annum, to be paid quarter-yearly at the treasury of 
of United States, to wit: the assistanttreasurer at 
New York shall be paid a salary of four thousand 
dollars per annum; the assistant treasurer at Boston 
shall be paid a salary of two thousand five hundred 
dollars per annum; the assistant treasurer at Charles- 
tou shall be paid a salary of two thousand five hun- 
dred dollars per annum; the assistant treasurer at 
St. Louis, shall be paid a salary of two thousand 
dollars per annum; the treasurer at the mint of Phi- 
ladelphia shall, in addition to his present salary, re- 
ceive five hundred dollars annually, for the perform- 
ance of the duties imposed by this act; the treasurer 
of the branch mint at New Orleans shall also re- 
ceive five hundred dollars annually, for the addition- 
al duties created by this act; and these salaries re- 
spectively, shall be in full for the services of the 
respective officers, nor shall either of them be per- 
mitted to charge or receive any com nission, pay, or 


perquisite, for any official service, of any character | 


or description whatsoever; and the making of any 
such charge, or the receipt of any such compensa- 
tion, is hereby declared to be a misdemeanor, for 
which the officer convicted thereof, before any court 
of the United States, of competent jurisdiction, 


shall be subject to punishment by fine or imprison- | 


ment, or both, at the discretion of the court before 
which the offence shall be tried. 
Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That there shall 


be, and is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any | 


money in the treasury, not otherwise appropriated 
the sum of twelve thousand dollars, to be expended, 
under the direction of the secretary of the treasury in 
such repairs or additions as may be necessary to put 
in good condition for use, with as little delay as may 
be consistent with the public interests, the offices, 


rooms, vaults, and safes herein mentioned, and in the | 


purchase of necessary additiona! furniture and fix- 
tures, in the purchase of necessary books and sta- 
tionery, and in defraying any other incidental ex- 
penses necessary to carry this act into effect. 


Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, ‘Thatall acts or | 


part of acts which come in conilict with the provi- 
sions of this act be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

{The bill also provides for a quarterly publication 
of the state of the sub-treasuries and the treasury, 
specie on hand, drafts out, &c.} 





VETO OF THE RIVER AND HARBOR BILL- 





VETO MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT. 
Washington, August 3, 1846. 
To the house of representatives: 

I have considered the bill entitled “An act making 
appropriations for the improvement of certain har- 
bors and rivers” with the care which tts importauce 
demands, and return the same to the house of re- 
presentatives, in which it originated, with my objec- 
tions to its becoming a law. ‘I'ne bill proposes tu ap- 
propriate one million three hundred and seventy- 
eight thousand four hundred and filty dollars, to be 
applied to more than forty distinct and separate ob- 
jects of improvement. On examining tis provisions, 
and the variety of objects of improvement which it 
embraces, many of them of a loca! character, it is 
diflicuit to conceive, if it shall be sanctioned and be- 
come a law, what practical constitutional restraint 
can hereafler be imposed upon the most extended 
system of interna! improvements by the federal go- 
vernment in all parts of the union. ‘The constitution 


‘stitution. Several of my predecessors have denied 
| its existence in the most solemn forms. 


| The general proposition that the federal govern- 
ment does not possess this power is so well settled, 
and has for a considerable period been so generally 


_terate the arguments by whieh it is sustamed. 
do I deem it necessary, after the full and elaborate 
discussions which have taken place before the coun- 
try on this subject, to do more than state the general 
considerations wirich have satisfied me of the uncon- 
'stitutionality and imexpediency of the exercise of 
/such a power. 


It is not questioned that the federal government is 
one of limited powers. Its powers are such, and 
_such only, as are expressly granted in the constitu- 
tion, or are properly incident to the expressly grant- 
| ed powers, and necessary to thelr execution. In de- 
termining whether a given power has been granted, 
a sound rule of construction has been laid down by 
Mr. Madison. That rule is, that ‘whenever a ques- 
tion arises concerning a particular power, the first 
question is whether the power be expressed in the 
coustitution. If it be, the question is decided. If it 
be not expressed, the next inquiry must be, whetaer 
it is properly an incident to an expressed power, 
and necessary to its execution. If it be, it may be 
exercised by congress; if it be not, congress cannot 
exercise it.”’ It is not pretended that there is any 
express grant in the constitution conferring on con- 
gress the power in question. [s it then an incidental 
power, necessary and proper for the execution of 
any of the granted powers? All the granted powers, 
itis confidently affirmed, may be effectually execut- 
ed without the aid of such an incident. ‘A power 
to be incidental must not be exercised for ends which 
make it a principal or substantive power, indepen- 








dent of the principal power to which this is an inci- | 


dent.” It is not enough that it» may be regarded by 
congress as convenient, or that ils exercise would ad- 
vance the public weal. It must be necessary and 
proper to the execution of the principal expressed 
power to which this is an incident, and witbout 
which such principal power cannot be carried into 
effect. The whole frame of the federal constitution 
proves that the government which it creates was In- 
_tended to be one of limited and specified powers.— 
'A construction of the constitution so broad as that 
by which the power in question 1s defended, tends 
tnmperceptibly to a consolidation of power in a go- 


>| vernment intended by its framers to be thus limited 


|in its authority. “The obvious tendency and inevi- 
table result of the consolidation of the states into one 
/sovereignty would be to transform the republican 
system of the United States into a monarchy.” To 
guard against the assumption of all powers which 
encroach upon the reserved sovereignty of the states, 
-and which consequently tend to coasolication, is the 
duty of all the true friends of our political system. 
| That the power in question is not properly an in- 
'cident to any of the granted powers, I am fully sa- 
tisfied; but, if there were doubts on this subject, ex- 
perience has demonstrated the wisdom of the rule 
‘that all the functionaries of the federal government 
should abstain from the exercise of all questionable 
or doubtful powers. If an enlargement of the pow- 
ers of the federal government should Ge deemed pro- 
per, it is safer and wiser tq.appeal to the states and 
the people in the mode prescribed by the constitu- 


tion. ii congress does not possess the general power | 


the states, or to appropriate money from the treasu- 
'ry for that purpose, what is there to exempt some at 
least of the objects of appropriation included in this 
bill from the operation of the general rule? This 
bill assumes the exercise of the power, and in some 
of its provisions asserts the principal that congress 
| may exercise it as fully as though the appropriations 
/which it proposes were applicable to the construction 
of roads and canals. If there be a distinction in prin- 
ciple, it is not perceived, and should be clearly de- 

flued. Some of the objects of appropriation con- 

tained in this bill are local in their character and lie 
within the limits of a single state; and though, in the 
'Jauguage of the bill, they are called harbors, they are 
pot connected with foreign commerce, nor are they 
| places of refuge or shelter for our navy or commer- 
‘cial marine on the ocean or lakes. To call the 
‘mouth of a creek, or a shallow inlet on our coast, a 
_harbor, cannot confer the authority to expend the 


‘money in its improvement. Congress have exercis- 


to construct works of internal improvement within | 


to make appropriations for such purposes. 

When we advance a step beyond this point, and 
in addition to the establishment and support, by a). 
propriations from the treasury, of lighthouses, bez. 
cons, buoys, piers and other improvements within 


acquiesced in, that it is not deemed necessary to rei- | the bays, inlets, and harbors on our ocean and lake 
Nor | coasts immediately connected with foreign com- 


merce, and attempt to make improvements in the in- 
terior at points unconnected with with foreiga com- 
merce, and where they are not needed for the pro. 
tection and security of our navy and commercia} 
marine, the difficulty arises in drawing a line beyond 
which appropriations may not be made by the fede- 
ral government. 


One of my predecessors, who saw the evil conse- 
quences of the system proposed to be revived by this 
bill, attempted to define this line by declaring that 
‘““expenditures of this character” should be *‘confin- 
ed below the ports of entry or delivery established 
by law!” Acting on this restriction, he withheld his 
sanction from a bill which had passed congress ‘to 
improve the navigation of the Wabash river.” He 
was at the same time ‘‘sensible that this restriction 
was not as salisfactory as could be desired, and that 
much embarrassment may be caused to the executive 
department in its execution, by appropriations for 
remote and not well understood objects.” This re- 
striction, it was soon found, was subject to be evad- 
ed, and rendered comparatively useless in checking 
the system of improvements which it was designed 
to arrest, in consequence of the facility with which 
ports of entry and delivery may be established by 
law upon the upper waters, and in some instances, 
almost at the head springs of some of the most un- 
important of our rivers, and at points on our coast 
| possessing no commercial importance, and not used 
as places of refuge and safety by our navy and other 
shipping. Many of the ports of entry now authorised 
by law, so far as foreign commerce is concerned, 
exists only in the statute books. No entry of foreign 
goods is ever made, and no duties are collected at 
them. No exports of American products, bound for 
foreign countries, ever clear from them. To assume 
that their existence in the statute books as ports of 
entry or delivery warrant expenditures on the wa- 
ters leading to them, which would be otherwise un- 
authorised, would be to assert the proposition that 
| the law making power may engraft new provisions 
|on the constitution. If the restriction be a sound 

one, it can only apply to the bays, inlets and rivers 
| connected with or leading to such ports as actually 
| have foreign commerce; ports at which foreign im- 
| portations arrive in bulk, paying the duties charged 
by law, and from which exports are made to foreign 
|countries. It will be found by applying the restric- 
, tion thus understood to the bill under consideration, 
that it contains app: opriations for more than twenty 
objects of internal improvement, called in the bill 
| harbors, at places which have never been declared 
by law either ports of entry or delivery, and at which, 
as appears from the records of the treasury, there 
never has been an arrival of foreign merceanhise, 
and from which there never has been a vessel clear- 
ed for a loreign country. It will be found that many 
'of those works sre new, and at places for the im- 
| provement of which appropriations are now for the 
first time proposed. lt wiil be found also that the 
bill contains appropriations for rivers upon which 
there exists no foreign commerce, but upon which 
there has not been established even a paper port of 
entry, and for the mouths of creeks, denominated 
_barbors, which if improved ean benefit only the par: 
ticular neighborhood in which they are situated. It 
'will be found, too, to contain appropriations the 
expenditures of which wall only have the effect of 
| improving one place at the expense of the local na- 
tural advantages of another in its vicinity. Should 
‘this bill become a law the same principle which au- 
\thorises the appropriations which it proposes to 
make, would also authorise similar appropriations 
for the improvement of all the other bays, inlets and 
ereeks which may with equal propriety be called 
harbors, and of all the rivers, important or unim- 
portant, in every part of the union. To sanction the 
bill with such provisions, would be to concede the 
| principle that the federal government possesses the 
| power to expend the pudlic money in a general 
system of internal improvements, limited in ils ex- 
tent only by the ever varying direction of successive 
| congresses and successive executives. It would be 
to etlace and remove the limitations and restrictions 








' 





bas not, in my judgment, conferred upon the federal |ed the power coeval with the constitution of estab- | of power which the constitution has wisely provide ’ 
lishing lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and piers on our 


government the power to construct works of internal 





to limit the authority and action of the federal 
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objects. Besides these objections, the practical evils 
which must flow from the exercise,on the part of 
the federal government, of the powers asserted in 
this bill, impresses my mind with a grave sense of 
my duty to avert them from the country, as far as 
my constitutional action may enable me to do so. 

It not only leads to a consolidation of power in 
the federal government at the expense of the rightful 
authority of the states, but its inevitable tendency is 
to embrace objects for the expenditure of the public 
money which are focal in they character, benefiting 
but few at the expense of tte common treasury of 
the whole. It will engender sectional feelings and 
prejudices calculated to disturb the harmony of the 
union. It will destroy the harmony which should 

revail in our legislative councils. 

It wil produce combinations of local and sectional 
interests, strong enough, when united, to carry pro- 

ositions fur appropriations of public money which 

could not of themselves and standing alone succeed, 
and cannot fail to lead to wasteful and extravigant 
expenditures. 

It must produce a disreputable scramble for the 
public money, but the conflict which is inseperable 











circumstaeces, to husband our means, and not to{surplusses over the demands upon it. In 1836 the 
waste them on apparantly unimportant objects, so | surplus amounted to many millions of dollars, and, 
that we may reduce the loan or issue of treasury | for want of proper objects to which to apply it, 
notes which may become necessary to the smallest) it was directed by congress to be deposited with the 
practicable sum. It would seem to be wise, too, | states, 
to abstain from such expenditures with a viewto| During this extended course of time, embracing 
avoid the accumulation of a large public debt, the | periods eminently favorable for satisfying ali just 
existence of whtch would be opposed to the interests | demands upon the government, the claims embraced 
of our people, as well as the genius of our free in-|in this bill met with no favor in congress, beyond 
stitutions. \uhe reports of committees, in one or the other 
Should this bill become a law, the principle which | branch. ‘These circumstances alone are calculated 
it establishes will inevitably lead to large and an-!to raise strong doubts in respect to these claims; 
nually increasing appropriations and drains upon the and especially as all information necessary to a cor- 
treasury; for it is not to be doubted that numerous | rect judgment concerning them has been long be- 
other localities not embraced in the provisions, but| fore the public. These doubts are strengthened 
quite as much entitled to the favor of the govern-|in my mind by the examination I have been en- 
ment as those which are embraced, will demand, | abled to give to the transaction ia which they origi- 
through their representatives in congress, to be plac- | nated. 
ed on an equal footing with them. With suchan| The bill assumes that the United States have be- 
increase of expenditure must necessarily follow | come Jiable in those ancient transactions to make 
either an increased public debt, or increased burdens | reparation to the claimants for injuries committed 
upon the people by taxation, to supply the treasury | by France. Nothing was obtained for claimants by 
with the means of meeting the accumulated demands | negotiation; and the bill assumes that the govern- 
upon it. ment has become many ways responsible for these 








from such a system, between local and individual 
interests and the general iaterests of the whole. It 
js unjust to those states which have with their own 
means constructed their own internal improvements, 
to make from the common treasury appropriations 
for similar improvements in other states. 

In its operation it will be oppressive and uujust 
towards those states whose representatives and peo- 
ple either deny or doubt the existence of the power, 
or think its exercise inexpedient, and who, while 
they eqnally contribute to the treasury, cannot con- 
sistently with their opinions engage in the general 
competition for a share of the public money. Thus 
a Jlarge portion of the uniou, in numbers and geo- 
graphical extent, contribute its equal proportion of 
taxes to the support of the government, would, under 
the operation of such a system, be compelled to see 
the national treasure—the common stock of all— 


With profound respect for the opinions of con-| claims. The limited time allowed me, before your 
gress, and ever anxious, as far as I can consistently | adjournment, makes it impossible to reiterate the 
with my responsibility to our common constituents, | facts and arguments by which, in preceding con- 
to co-operate with them in the discharge of our re-| gresses, these claims have been successfully resist- 
spective duties, it is with uufeigned regret that I} ed. The present is a period particularly unfavora- 
find myself constrained, for the reasons which I have| ble for the satisfaction of claims of so large an 
assigned, to withhold my approval from this bill. | amount, and, to say the least of them, of so doubt- 

JAMES K. POLK: | fulacharacter. There is no surplus in the treasury. 

A public debt of several millions has been created 
within the last few years. We are engaged in a fo- 
reign war, uncertain as to its duration, and involv- 
ing heavy expenditures; to prosecute which war 
. congress has, at its present session, authorised a fur- 
U. S. SENATE, MONDAY, Aucust 10, 1846. ther loan. So that, in effect, the government, should 
| The bill providing for the payment of claims for | ie tory become r gene Sag have to — =e 
| French spoliations prior to the years 1800 was re- | ied and cP ge ee oe a a ripe winnaar 
| turned to the senate with the reasons assigned by | /t is true that, by the pte erat prise paseo “ eg 
| the president for withho!ding his approval therefrom. : directed to be made in land scrip instead of money, 
sut the effect upon the treasury will be the same.— 








‘PRESIDENT’S VETO OF THE FRENCH IN- 
DEMNITY CLAIMS. 








| 


The following is the message. 
Washington, August 8th, 1846. 
To the Senate of the United States: 

| return to the senate, in which it originated, the 
bill entitled ‘tan act to provide for the ascertain- 
| ment and satisfaction of claims of American citizens 
| for spoliations committed by the French prior to the 


wa i 3ist of July, 1801,” which was presented fo me on 
the increase of the number of the states and the) ihe ¢ih instant, with my objections to iis becoming a 
extension of the geographical limits of the settled)». ’ 


portions of our country. With the increase of our) “7, attempting to give the bill the careful exami- 
numbers aud the extension of our settlements, the 

local objects demanding appropriations of the public | 
money tor their improvement wail be proportionably 
increased. In each case the expenditure of the 
public money would confer benefits, direct or indi 


unequaliy disbursed and often improvidently wasted 
for the advantage of small sections, instead of being 
applied to the grect national purposes in which all 
have a common interest, and for which alone the 
power to Coilect the tevenue was given. Should 
the system of internal improvements proposed pre 
vail, all these evils will multiply ani increase with 


which the claims belong, the complicated nature of 
the transactions in which they originated, and the 
sank. al 5 a hile thes tj br ‘protracted negotiations to which they led between 
rota a Ng a gn ene penityes cad as | France and the United States. The short time inter- 
Le eany fess in comparison wit the whole. | vening between the passage of the bill by congress, 
The wisdom of the framers of the constitution, in | and the approaching cluse of their session, as well 

4 - aoe 2 , ~ ~ “ ’ J , 
withholding power over such objects fr om the federal | .. «ne pressure of other official duties, have not per- 
government, and leaving them to the local govern-| 
. a se hee tte —_— ; oe i : ‘ ‘ ° . 
~ the aire egmes Teas and aie — ‘into its minute details. But, in the consideration that 
Me a years’ experience ol the operations of our | [ have been able to giv 


In a conntry of limited extent, with but few such 
objecis of expenditure, (if the form of government 


grave character to its provisions. 
For the satisfaction of the claims provided for it 


their improvement with much Jess inequality and! which this large appropriation can rest. A portion 
injustice than in one of the vast extent which ours’! of the claims have been more than half a century 
bow presents in population and terrttory. The trea-| before the government, in its executive or legislative 
sury of the world would bardly be equal to the im-| departments, and all of them had their origin in 
provement of every bay, inlet, creek, and river in!events which occurred prior to 1800. Since 1802 


|nation it requires, difficulties presented themselves | 
in the outset, from the remoteness of the period to | 


mitted me to extend my examination of the subject | 


e to it, [ find objections of a | 


; is proposed to appropriate five millions of dollars.— | 
permitted it), a common treasury might be used for! | can perceive no legal or equitable ground upon 


The public lands constitute one of the sources of 
public revenue, and if these claims be paid in land 
scrip, it will, from the date of the issue, to a great 
extent, cut off from the treasury the annual income 
from the sale of the public lands; because payments 
for the lands sold by the government may be ex- 
pected to be made in scrip until it is all redeemed, 
If these claims be just, they ought to be paid in 
money, and nothing less valuable. The bill pro- 
vides that they shall be paid in land scrip, whereby 
they are in effect to be a mortgage upon the public 
lands in the new stules—a mortgage, too, held in 
great part, if not wholly by non-residents of the 
states in which the lands lie, who may secure these 
lands to the amount of several millions of acres, and 
then demand for them exhorbitant prices from the 
citizens of other states who may desire to purchase 
them for settlements or they may keep them out of 
the market, and thus retard the prosperity and 
'growth of the stale in which they are situated.— 
Why this unusual mode of satisfying claimants upon 
the treasury has been resorted to, does not appear. 
It is not consistent witha sound public policy. If it 
be done in this case, it may be done in all others. It 
will form a precedent for the satisfaction of all other 
stale and questionable claims, and would undoubted- 
ly be resorted to by all claimants who after succes- 
sive trails, shall fail to have their claims recognised 
and paid 'n money by congress. 
The bill proposes to pay five millions of dollars, 
to be paid in land scrip, and provides ‘that no claim 


ourcountry which might be supposed to promote the 
agricultural, manufacturing, or commercial interests 
ol a neighborhood. 

The federal constitution was wisely adapted in its 
provisions to any expansion of our limits and popula- 
tion; and with the advance of the confederacy of 
States in the career cf national greatness, it becomes 
the more apparent that the harmony of the union, and 
the equal justice; o which all its parts are entitled, 


‘they have been from time to time before congress. | 0! memorial shall be received by the commission- 
| No greater necessity or propriety exists for provid-| &> authorised by the act, *tunless accompanied by 
ing for these claims at this time than has existed for | ® Feease or Sicmarge of the United States from all 
/near a half a century; during all which period this | other and lurther compensation of the claimant may 
|questionable measure has never until the present | %& entitled to receive under the provision of the 
‘|time received the favorable consideration of con- | habe enese Qantas are estimated to amount to i 
‘gress. It is scarcely probable, if the claims had been | ™uch larger sum than five millions of dollars, and 
| regarded as obligatory upon the government, or con- | Y°t the claimant is required to release to the sores: 
'stituting an equitable demand upon the treasury, ; ™°"! all other compensation, and to accept his share 





require that the federal government should confine that those who were contemporaneous with the 
its acuion within the li mits prescribed by the con-| events which gave rise to it, should not long since 
Stilution to ifs power and authority. Some of the have done justice to the claimants. The treasury 
provisions of this bill are not subject to the objee-| has often been in a condition to enable the govera- 
lions stated, and did they stand alone | should not| ment todo so without inconvenience, if the claims 
feel it to be my duty to withhold my approval. had been considered just. Mr. Jefferson, who was 

If no constitutional objections existed to the bill, | fully cognizant of the early dissensions between the 
there are others of a serious nature which deserve | government of the United States and France, out of 
some consideration. It appropriates between one! which the claims arose, in his annual message in 
and two millions of dollars for objects which are of | 1808 adverted to the large surplus then in the trea- 


ho pressing necessity; and this is proposed at a time | sury, and its ‘probable accumulation,” and inquired | 


When the country 1s engaged in a foreign war, and! whether it should lie ‘unproductive in the public 
when congress at its present session has authorised | vaults; and yet these claims, though then before 
4 loan or the issue of treasury notes to defray the | congress, were not recognised or paid. Since thai 
€xpenses of the war, to be resorted to if the “exi-| the public debt of ihe revolution and of the war ol 
bencies of the government shall require it.” 
Would seem to be the dictate of wisdom, under suck. | since the treasury has been in possession of large 


It| 1512 has been extinguished, and at several periods | 





of a fund known to be inadequate. 

If these claims be well founded, it would be un- 
just to the claimants to repudiate any portion of 
them, and the remaining sum could hereafter be re- 
covered. The bill proposes to pay these claims not in 
the currency known to the constitution, aad not to 
their full amount. 

Passed, as this bill has been, near the close of the 
session, and when many measures of importance 
vecessarily demanded the attention of congress, and 
possibly without that full and deliberate considera- 
tion which the large sum it appropriates and the ex- 
isting state of the treasury and of the country, des 
mand, 1deem it to be my duty to withhold my ap- 
proval, that it may hereafter undergo the revisions 
of congress. I have come to this conclusion with 
regret. Jn interposing my objections to its becoming 
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a law, I am truly sensible that it should be an ex- 
treme case which would make it the duty of the 
executive to withhold his approval of any biil pass- 
ed by congress upon the ground of its expediency 
alone. Such a case I consider this to be. 
JAMES K. POLK. 

The message having been read— 

Mr. J. M. Clayton rose and said, it was the first 
instance, he believed, in the history of this republic 


in which the president of the United States had in-- 
upon to pay enough to those creditors. Why not 
let them decide that matter for themselves? If they 


terposed his veto to the passage of a bill which in- 
volved no constitutional principle, no question of 
constitational right, but which was founded entirely 
upon the ground of expediency. It was the first 
instance in which an executive veto had been ap- 
plied to what might properly be considered a pri- 
vate bill upon any ground whatever. It was the 
first instance in which an executive chief magistrate, 
after acknowledging his imperfect acquaintance-with 
the subject, after freely confessing that he had not 
extended his-examination very minutely into the 
subject, had ventured the opinion that a measure of 
this description, which had passed the two houses of 
congress, was a measure of doubtful character and 
ought not to become a law, thus rendering any fur- 
ther application on the part of those having claims 
within the provisions of the act during his adminis- 
tration utterly hopeless. This opened a new chap- 
ter—was the beginning of a new volume in the 
history of executive proceedings, which, he would 
undertake to maintain, transcended any that was 
ever heard of before, or that was ever contemplated 
by the constitution. Mr. Madison, in giving his im- 
pressions in regard to this power of withholding the 
executive assent from bills which had passed con- 
gress, declared that its primary object was to enable 
the executive to defend itself; and he afterwards 
added, that unless it were for this and to prevent the 
passage of unconstitutional measures on the part of 
congress, it would never have been tolerated. Dur- 
ing the administration of Mr. Jefferson there was 
nota single instance in which the veto power was 
exercised; nor was it exercised during the adminis- 
tration of the older or of the younger Adams. Mr. 
Jefferson’s opinion he supposed might be referred 
to upon this subject as that of ancient democracy, 
one of whose cardinal principles was hostility to 
executive encroachment and curtailment of exe- 
cutive power; modern democracy, however, pro- 
ceeded somewhat differently, seeking by all possi- 
ble and practical means to increase ithe executive 
power. 

It must be abundantly evident that the framers of 
the constitution never contemplated extending the 
exercise of the veto power to such cases as the one 
now before them. If it could properiy be extended 
to such cases, then it might be extended to every 
case of a mere private claim. And if it were the 
duty of the president of the United States to revise 
the action of congress in reference to all private 
claims, it must oceur to every man that a duty would 
devolve upon him which it would be impossible for 
him to perform. No man could accomplish such a 
duty. If the president were the most laborious, the 
most industrious man that ever entered public life, 
jt would be impossible that he could thoroughly ex- 
amine and understand the merits of one-half the acts 
that passed through congress. ‘The framers of the 
constitution could never have intended to impose 
upon him such a duty as this. Besides, none of the 
facilities which congress possessed for understanding 
the cases were given to him. He had no power of 


sending for witnesses, or examining testimony. This | 


was the first instance, as he said before, in which 
this power had been wrested from its legitimate uses 
and applied toa case utterly foreign to its applica- 
tion; and he hoped it would be the last. 

The president of the United States, in his veto 


























made by the president against the justice of the 
claims, then, and set forth as the prominent reason 
wl.y he deemed them to be questionable, or, to use 
his own language, of a doubtful character, was one 
which could not be sustained. : 

In one part of the message the objection was that 
the claims were not just, and therefore ought not to 
be paid; and in another part that the government 
was called upon to pay too much, while in another 
part still the objection was that they were not called 


were willing to give a discharge of their whole 
claim, why should the president object? Another 
objection was, that a passage of a bill of this de- 
scription would prevent the settlement of the new 
states. Why, it would have, as far as he was ca- 
pable of understanding it, precisely the opposite ef- 
fect. He could not possibly conceive how there 
could be any plausibility insuch an objection as this. 
He was aware of the anxiety of the senate to dis- 
patch the remaining business; he knew that their 
hours were limited; he would forbear therefore any 
further commentary upon this message; earnestly 
hoping, however, that not only the attention of sena- 
tors but the attention of the whole American people 
would be drawn to this subject, involving considera- 
tions, as it did, transcending, far transcending the 
amount involved in the bill. 

There was the other objections which he must be 
allowed to advert to in conclusion, and it was that 
the contemporaneous exposition of these claims were 
unfavorable to them. In this the president was en- 
tirely mistaken, as had been demonsirated on a for- 
mer occasion, 

Mr. Alien said there was not now sufficient time 
for debating this question, if it were dedatable. The 
only thing he proposed to do was to read a brief pas- 
sage from Jefferson’s Manual. 

{Mr. A. read from the Manual, wherein it is stat- 
ed that, when a member has a prominent interest in 
a question before the house, he shall abstain from 
voling, and shall not address the house upon the sub- 
ject. ] 

Mr. J. WZ. Clayton desired to know to whom the 
senator intended to apply his quotation? Did he sup- 
pose that any member of that body was interested in 
these claims. 

Mr. llen said it was only for him to read the rule, 
ard for others to apply at. 

Mr. Clayton. The senator then intends to insinu- 
ate that there i3 somebody interested? 

Mr. len. I mean only to read the public law 
relative io legislative bodies, This I havea right to 
do; and, if there be any one present who is interest- 
ed, he can apply it to himself. 

Mr. Webster rose to address the senate, but gave 
way temporarily for a motion by Mr. Fuirfield in re- 
lation to the naval appropriation bill, which it was 
necessary should be sent back to the house. 

The bill having been disposed of— 

Mr. Webster rose and said that he very much wish- 
ed for an opportunity to discuss at Jength, and ina 
manner which the gravity of the subject demanded, 
this second veto of the session. He had wished a!so 
lo take some appropriate opportunity to discuss the 
principles of the first veto; but he was conscious 
that the moments were flying, and that there were 
still important matters to be disposed of. He had 
wished also, before leaving his seat there, if an op- 
portunity had been afforded him to review at some 
length, not so much for the senate as for the coun- 
try, the events of this extraordinary session of con- 
gress, for that it was extraordinary its results would 
show. At present, however, he would forbear,.— 
An occasion would soon offer, not in an offiial char- 
acter, bul while mingling among his fellow citizens 
throughout the country. He would there express 


message, rested his objections, first, upon the ground | his sentiments at large. At present he could do no 


that the subject bad been presented to the two} 
houses of congress at different limes for a period of | 
more than forty years; and that there were two oc- 
casions within that time when there was a surplus | 
in the treasury; and inferred from this that the| 
claims were not just, or else the government would | 
have recognised them at those periods, when there | 
was a surplus. What sort of a plea in bar was this | 
to be set up by the government against a claimant, | 
that because they had not paid it when they had the 
money, therefore it must be presumed to ve unjust? 
liow would such a plea sound as between individu. 
als ina suitat law? Suppose a man were to plead, | 
not that he had paid the debt, but twice since it had | 
accrued he had been able to pay, therefore it must 
have been an unjust deot, otherwise he would have | 
paid it. What would be thought of such a plea as | 
this! And was the plea any better when set up on) 
the part of the government? [i was infiuitely worse, 
because it was a wrong practised upon its own citi | 
zeus, Whom it was bouud to proiect. The objection | 








more than protest against this veto, against the 
principle as being a new and alarming extension of 
executive authority, not justified, not countenanced, 
fixing no precedent, no apology in any previous ex- 
ercise of executive power under this constitution. In 
the next place, he protested against it as inconclusive, 
as weak even in its reasoning by which the results 
are attempted to be arrived at. 

In the next place, he protested against it as an act 


|of great and crying injustice to a great number of 


persons who had appealed to the justice of the go- 
vernment of the country, and who were now repro- 
bated for applying at all, and told that, because they 
had not received justice for such a considerable 


‘number of years, they were now precluded. lad 


this intimation proceeded from any other quarter, he 
should characterize it in terms which it would not be 
proper to use upon this occasion. 

Hie would forbear from saying more; but it did 
appear to him that the prnciple in this case was 
dangerous. No question of coustitutional law had 








arisen; no question of the government had arisen, 
These claims were in their nature private claims. 
they had been investigated by the two houses of con. 
gress, through their committees, and allowed, anq 
yet the chief executive officer of the government 
without examination, and without an opportunity 
for examination, interposed his veto. It was a case 
which called for discussion, and which should haye 
discussion. At present, he must only content himself 
with recording his vote in favor of the bill. 

Mr. Benton addressed the senate at considerable 
length in vindication of the veto, and in opposition 
to the claims. 

Mr. Morehead followed in defence of the claims, 
and in condemnation of the veto. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. Dix, 
Huntington, and J. M. Clayton. 

And the qnestion being put, “Shall this bill pass, 
notwithstanding the objections of the president?” jt 
was decided by yeas and nays as follows: Yeas 27, 
nays 15. 

There not being two-thirds in the affirmative, the 
bill did not pass. 





MR. DALLAS’ VOTE ON THE TARIFF, | 





The vice president’s reasons for casting his vote in favor 
of the anti-protective tariff bill. 


U. S. SENATE JuLy 28, 1846, 


The question being upon ordering the amendment 
to Mr. McKay's bill to be engrossed, and the bill or- 
dered to a third reading 

The yeas and nays were ordered and appeared as 
follows: 

Yeras.—Messrs. Ailen, Ashiey, Atchison, Athert..., 
Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chai. 
mers, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, 
Houston, Lewis, McDuthe, Pennybacker, Rusk, Sem. 
ple, Sevier, Speight, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—27. 

Nays.—Messre. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cameron, 
Cilley, ‘Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dayion, Evans, Greene, Hunting: 
ton, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Maryland, Man- 
guin, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Sim- 
wo Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, and Woodbridge— 
27. 

So there was a fie vole. 

The president rose and said:— 

The senate being equally divided on this impor- 
tant question, ] may be indulged in briefly stating 
the principal reasons for the vote I am required by 
the constitution to give. 

Excluded from any participation in forming or 
modifying the bill, t am bound to sanction or cou- 
demn it exactly in the shape in which it stands.— 
The responsibility is deeply felt. It belongs, howe- 
ver, to the office assigned to me by my fellow citi- 
zens, and will be assumed with frankness, and, | 
hope, not unbecoming firmness. ‘The consequences 
of my decision either way, may seriously affect the 
country. No one can entertain, as to that, a pro- 
founder solicitude. But, after summoning to my aid 
the best purposes and best lights that J can com- 
mand, the consequences, be they what they may, 
must be hazarded. 


The system for obtaining the revenue necessary to 
support their government, is established, directly or 
indirectly, by the people of the United States, with- 
in the limits, and agreeably tothe prescribed forms 
of the constitution. Whatever is ascertained to be 
their will on the subject, all should undoubtedly ac- 
quiesce in. ‘That there are known and approved 
modes by which their will is expressed, cannot be 
questioned; and the public officer who reads that will 
with candor and integrity, may feel assured that he 
conforms to the institutions of his country when he 
makes it the guide of his conduct. To my mind am- 
ple proof has been furnished that a majority of the 
people and of the states desire to change, to a great 


| extent, in principle, if not fundamentally, the system 


heretofore persued in assessing the duties on foreigi 
imports. That majority has manifested itfelf in va- 
rious ways, and is attested by its representatives In 
the other house of congress, by whom this bill has 
been approved, aud whose votes undeniably indicate 
the popular sense in the large proportion of eighteen 
out of the twenty eight states. In this senate an an- 
alysis of the vote before me discloses that while six 
states, (Ohio, Virginia, New Hampshire, Georg!a, 
Michigan, and Maine,) are equally divided, eleven, 
(Louisiana, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Kentucky, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, Rhode Island, Connec- 
ticut, Maryland, North Carolina, and Vermont, ) are 
against, and eleven, (Arkansas, Missouri, Alabama, 
Iilinois, Indiana, South Carolina, Mississipp!, New 
York, Texas, Tennessee, avd Florida,) are for the 
change. Peculiarly . tuaied as I am in my relation 
to the national lepistature, these impressive facts 
cannot be overlovked. In a case free from constilt 
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tional objection, I could not justifiably counteract, 
by a sort of official veto, the general will. 

The struggle to exert without abatement the con- 
stitutional power of taxation in such a manner as to 
protect by high duties on imports many of the pro- 
ductions of our own soil and labor from the compe- 
tition of other countries, has endured for more than 
thirty years. During that period a system of high 
iaxation has prevailed with fluctuations of success 
and failure. It 1s as vigorously and as exactingly in- 
sisted upon now as ever: and indeed it would seem, 
in some instances, as if the longer the advantage of 
a particular tax was enjoyed, the stronger became 
the desire for its continuance, and even its augment- 
ation. And yet it ought to be remembered that this 
exercise of the taxing power by which the great 
mass of consumers are made to swell the profits of 
a few branches of industry, was originally intended 
to be temporary, to be continued only so long as its 
continuance was necessary to the industrial inde- 
pendence and safety of the whole people. Such 
was the language, the inculcation, the spirit, in 
which it was proposed and justified by its earliest 
and wisest friends. The design was to foster—feeble 
“infant” manufactures, especially such as were es- 
sential to the defence of the country in time of war. 
—In this design, the people have persevered until, 
with some, but not weighty exceptions, these sap- 
lings have taken deep root, have become vigorous, 
expanded, and powerful, and are prepared to share 
the common lot of human pursuits, and to enter with 
confidence the field of free, fair, and universal com- 
petition. 

The arrival of this period of time, long promised, 
hes been anxiously looked for by a large and justly 
respected portion of our fellow citizens, who deem- 
ed themselves peculiar and almost exclusive suffer- 
ers by the policy of protection. They have some- 
times—Perhaps imprudently—endeavored to antici- 
pate it. Their numbers, at first entitled to influence 
only from their patriotism and intelligence, have gone 
on gradually increasing as the system ripened to its 
fruit, and they now constitute what | am bound by 
registered facts to regard as a decided majority of 
the people and of the Union. 


It is undoubtedly true that this change of financial 
arrangement, brought about by pudlic opiuion “which 
everywhere ought to guide and influence statesmen,” 
should, nevertheless, be characterized by modera- 
tion, nay, by scrupulous tenderness those interests of 
our fellow citizens that are to be affected by it. The 
legislation which encouraged their investments, their 
educational training, or their habits, should cease, fi- 
nally and firmly, if required, but still soothingly and 
gently; and thence I may be pardoned for expressing 
a regret that certain provisions, which in their bear- 
ing seem to me trenchant and sudden beyond the 
calls of the occasion, have been allowed to remain 
as parts of the bill. Were it in my power to except 
these provisions from the operation of my vote, ] 
would do so; but viewed as a whole, as a measure to 
accommodate a vast and intricate subject to the pre- 
vailing sentiment of the American people, to reduce 
the burdens artificially imposed upon the laboring 
and productive masses, and to reconcile diminished 
restriction of trade with increased contributions 
from it, [ cannot resist the impression that the bill 
is more equal, more tempered, and more just than 
the act of 1842, which it supercedes. That it deals 
with some pursuits and resources of my native com- 
monwealth less kindly than she might well expect, 
does not relieve me from my duty, but only makes 
its performance personally reluctant and painful. 

In aid of these considerations, adequate, perhaps, 
in themselves to contro! my vote, there is another 
which, I am free to confess, nothing but an unfore- 
seen, sheer, and pressing public necessity could ever 
induce me to forego or forget. In strict concord 
with the letter and spirit of the constitution, the vice 
president of the United States, now called upon to 
act, is the direct agent and representative of the 
whole people. In advance, and dependent upon 
contingent results, it is perfectly competent to this, 
his national constituency, to give instructions, and 
to receive pledges for their execution. On this 
identical subject of a tariff of duties on imports, 
whatever may have been the course of local and ca- 
sual inconsistency, my own honor can admit of no 
disclaimer of instructions that were formally an- 
nounced, and my own good faith stands inviolable to 
a pledge voluntarily given. If by thus acting it be 
my misfortune to offend any portion of those who 
honored me with their suffrages, I have only to say 
to them, and to my whole country, that I prefer the 
deepest obscurity of private life, with an unwound. 
ed conscience, to the glare of official eminence, spot- 
led by a sense of moral delinquency. 

_ The presiding officer having given the casting vote 
in the affirmative, the bill was ordered to a third 
leading. 

















Subjoined is the bill which has passed both houses 
of congress to provide for the warehousing of im- 
ported goods. 
president, and is now a law: 


A BILL 


To amend an act entitled ‘An act to provide reve- 
nue from imports, and to change and modify ex- 
isting laws imposing duties on imports, and for 
other purposes.” 


Be ut enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America, in congress assembled, 
That the twelfth section of the act entitled, ‘‘An act 
to provide revenue from imports, and to change and 
modify existing laws imposing duties on imports, 
and other purposes,” approved the thirteenth day 
of August, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
two, is hereby amended so as hereafter to read as 
follows: 


[See. 12.] And be it further enacted, That on and 
after the day this act goes into operation, the duties 
on all imported goods, wares, or merchandise, shal] 
be paid in cash: Provided, Thatin all cases of failure 
or neglect to pay the duties within the period allow- 
ed by law to the importer to make entry thereof, or 
whenever the owner, importer, or consignee shal] 
make entry for warehousing the same in writling, 
in such form, and supported by such proof, as shall 
be prescribed by the secretary of the treasury, the 


7 HE WAREHOU SE BI LL . 7 | for the space of ten days after such sales shall be 


It has received the signature of the | 


said goods, wares, or merchandise shall be taken | 
possession of by the collector, and deposited in the 
public stores, or in other stores to be agreed on by 
the collector or chief revenue officer of the port 
and the importer, owner, or consignee, the said 
stores to be secured in the manner provided for by | 
the first section of the act of the twentieth day of | 
April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
entitled ‘‘An act providing for the deposite of wines | 
and distilled spirits in public warehouses, and for 

other purposes,” there to be kept with due and rea- 

sonable care, at the charge and risk of the owner, 

importer, consignee, or agent, and subject at all) 
times to their order upon the payment olf the proper 
duties and expenses, to be ascertained on due entry 
thereof for warehousing, and to be secured by a 
bond of the owner, importer, or consignee, with 
surety or sureties to the satisfaction of the collec- 
tor, in double the amount of the said duties, and in 
such form as the secretary of the treasury shall pre- 
scribe. 


Provided, That no merchandise shall be withdrawn 
from any warehouses in which it may be deposited, 
in a Jess quantity than in an entire package, bale, 
cask, or box, unless in bulk, nor shall merchandise 
so imported in bulk be delivered except in the whole | 
quantity of each parcel, or in a quantity not jess | 
than one ton weight, uriess by special authority of | 
the secretary of the treasury. And in case the 
owner, importer, consignee, or agent of any goods | 
on which the duties have not been paid shall give to 
the collector satisfactory security that the said goods 
shall be landed out of the jurisdiction of the United 
States, in the manner now required by existing laws 
relating to exportations for the benefit uf drawback, 
the collector and naval officer, if any, on an entry | 
lo re-export the same, shall, upon payment of the | 
appropriate expenses, permit the same goods under | 
the inspection of the proper officers, to be shipped | 
without the payment of any duties thereon. And 
in case any goods, wares, or merchandise, deposited 
as aforesaid, shall remain in public store beyond 
one year, without payment of the duties and charges 
thereon, then said goods, wares, or merchandise shall 
be appraised by the appaisers of the United States, 
if there be any at such port, and if none, then by 
two merchants to be designated and sworn by the 
collector for that purpose, and sold by the col- 
lector at public auction, on due public notice 
thereof being first given, in the manner and for the 
time to be prescribed by a general regulation of the 
treasury department; and at said public sale distinct 
printed catalogues, descriptive of said goods, with 
the appraised value fixed thereto, shall be distribut- 
ed among the persons present at said sale; and 
a reasonable opportunity shall be given before 
such sale to persons desirous of purchasing, to in- 
spect the quality of such goods; and the proceeds 
of said sales, after deducting the usual rate of storage | 
at the port in question, with all other charges and | 
expenses, including duties, shall be paid over to the 
owner, importer, consignee, or agent, and proper | 
receipts taken for the same: Provided, That the | 
overplus, if any there be, of the proceeds of such 
sales, afler the payment of storage, charges, ex: | 











penses, and duties as aforesaid remaining unclaimed ! 
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paid by the collector into the treasury of the United 

| States; and the said collector shall transmit, to the 

| treasury department with said overplus, a copy of 
the inventory, appraisement, and account of sales, 

specifying the marks, numbers, and description of 

the packages sold, their contents and appaised value, 

the name of the vessel! and master in which and of 

the port or place whence they were reported, and 

the time when, and the name of the person or per- 

sons to whom said goods were consigned in the ma- 

nifest, and the duties and charges to which the se- 

veral consignments were respectively subject; and 

the receipt or certificate of the collector shall ex- 

onerate the master or person having the charge or 
command of any ship or vessel, in which said goods, 
wares, or merchandise were imported, from all 
claim of the owners thereof, who shall neverthe- 
less, on due proof of their interest, be entitled to 
receive from the treasury the amount of any over- 
plus paid into the same under the provisions of this 
act: Provided, That so much of the fifty-sixth sec- 
‘tion of the general collection law of the second of 
| March, seventeen hundred and ninety-nine, and the 
‘thirtieth of August, eighteen hundred and forty- 
‘two, to provide revenue from imports, and to 
'change and modify existing laws imposing duties on 
imports, and for other purposes, as conflicts with 
| Provisions of this act, shall be, and is hereby, re- 
'pealed, excepting that nothing contained in this 
‘act shall be construed to extend the time now 
/prescribed by law for selliug unclaimed goods:— 
Provided, also, That all goods of a perishable na- 
‘ture, and all gunpowder, fire crackers, and explo- 
sive substances deposited as aforesaid, shall be sold 
forthwith. 





Sec. 1. And be it further enacted, That any goods, 
when deposited in the public stores in the manner 
provided for by the foregoing section may be with- 
drawn therefrom, and transported to any other port 


‘of entry, under the restriction provided for in the 
-act of the 2d March, 1799, in respect to the trans- 


portation of goods, wares, and merchandise from 
one collection district to another, to be exported 
with the benefit of drawback, and the owner of such 
goods so to be withdrawn for transportation shall 
give his bond with sufficient sureties, in double the 
amount of the duties chargeable on them, for the 
deposite of such goods in store in the port or entry 
to which they are destined, said bond to be cancel- 
led when the goods shall be deposited in store in 
the collection district to which they shall be trans- 
ported: Provided, That nothing contained in this 
section shall be construed to extend the time dur- 
ing which goods may be kept in store after their ori- 
ginal importation and entry beyond the term of one 
year. 

Sec. 2. 


And be tt further enacted, That if any 


| warehoused goods shall be fraudulently cencealed 


in, or removed from, any public or private ware- 
house, the same shall be forfeited to the United 
States; and all persons convicted of fraudulently 
concealing or removing such goods, or of aiding 
or abetting such concealment or removal, shall be 
liable to the same penalties which are now imposed 
for the fraudulent introduction of goods into the 
United States; and if any importer or proprietor of 
any warehoused goods, or any person in his employ, 
shall by any contrivance fraudulently open the ware- 
house, or shall gain access to the goods, except in 
the presence of the proper ollicer of the customs, 
actiog in the execution of his duty, such importer 
or proprietor shall forfeit and pay for every such 
offence one thousand dollars. Aud any person con- 
victed of altering, defacing, or obliterating any mark 
or marks which have been placed by any officer of 
the service on any package or packages of ware- 
housed goods, shall forfeit for every such offence five 
hundred dollars. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the collec- 
tors of the several ports of the United States shail 
make quarterly reports to the secretary of the trea- 
sury, according to such general instructions as the 
sald secretary may give, of all goods which remain 
in the warehouses of their respective ports, speci- 
fying the quantity and description of the same; 
which returns, or tables formed thereon, the secre- 
tary of the treasury shall forthwith cause to be 
published in the principal paper of the city of Wash- 
ington. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the secre- 


tary of the treasury be and he is hereby authorised 
to make, from time to time, such regulations not 


| inconsistent with the Jaws of the United States, as 


may be necessary to give full effect to the provisions 
of this act, and secure a just accountability under 


|the same, and it shall be the duty of the secretary 


to report such regulations each succeeding session of 
congress. 
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NEGOTIATIONS PROPOSED BY THE [RESIDENT TO 
Mexico.—The injunction of secrecy having been 
removed, the confidential message of the President 
to the U. States senate, of the 4th instant, is pub- 
lished, together with the proceedings of the senate 
thereon. They were not received in time to be in- 
serted in this number, but wail have a place in our 
next. In substance the message corresponds with 
the one sent to both houses on the 8th instant, which 
is inserted. 

Accompanying the secret message, was the copy 
of a communication from Mr. Buchanan, secretary 
of state, to the minister of foreign affairs in Mexico, 
dated July the 27th, 1846, proposing on the part of 
the President of the United States, that negotiations 
for peace between the two countries should be 
commenced forthwith, and offering either to des- 
patch an envoy extraordinary to Mexico, fully em- 
powered for that purpose, or if more agreeable to 
Mexico, promising to receive a minister from thence 
at Washington, entrusted with such powers. 

A copy of instructions from the secretary of state 
to Commodore Conner, commandant of the Ameri- 
can squadron in the Gulf of Mexico, of the same 
date, also accompanied the message. They inform 
the commodore of the overtures thus made for peace, 
and instruct him in case of an application on the 
part of Mexico for an armistice during the penden- 
cy of negotiations, to kindly decline the application, 
giving assurances however at the same time to Mex- 
ico, that the president will do all in his power to ex- 
pedite the negotiations. 


Exections, took place in North Carolina, Ken- 
tucky, Indiana, Iilinois, and Missouri, during the 
first week in August. Returns are as yet too incom- 
plete to state results with certainty. Appearances 
indicate that the loco governor of Indiana will be 
re-elected—majority in the legislature uncertain— 
Kentucky goes for the whigs as usual. 
lina it is thought has also gone for the whigs, govern- 
or, senate, and house. ‘Two United States senators 
are to be elected this winter from that state. 


THE SUB TREASURY SYSTEM. 

The eections of the law just passed, which require that 
all the payments to government shall be made in gold 
and suver only, are not to take effect until after the first 
of January next. All the other provisions of the bill 
take effect forthwith. It is stated that the officers en- 
trusted to carry the law into operation are exceeding: 
iy embarrassed by the provisious of the enactment.— 
The safes and places intended for the deposiie of the 
public moneys in the hands of those officers are not as 
yet prepared. The officers are not only forbid to de- 
posite any such moneys in any bank whatever, but itis 
made a penal offence, and might subject the officer to ten 
years imprisonmentin the penitentiary, for making any 
use whatever of a bank. ‘The deposites now in the banks 
may, if not previously drafted for, remain there uaul the 


first of January—but no more deposites are allowed to | 


be made. Very large sums wil! accumulate in the hands 
of some of the officers in the mean time—-agd they are 


naturally uneasy about its safe keeping, and have axious- | 


ly inquired whatisto be done? 

Again—The transfer of funds from the place where 
it happens to accumulate, to places where the govern- 
ment requires it for use, is found to be a matter of dith- 
culty unknown whilst the agency of the banks could be 
resorted to. 

The law does rot constitute disbursing officers safe 
keepers of the public money. Most of these have no 


M sas Skies FAP PE ° ry ie. on , a 
bolis, or bars, or safes, or vaults at home, They are sponsibility of overslanghing those ofthe next rank! 


called upon daily fur sums of money—large or sma!].— 
Heretofore the banks have been exceedingly conveni- 
entto them, but now the Paymaster, the Commissioner, 
the Land Officer, the Postmaster—all responsible olficers 
who receive or pay public moneys, must beware of the 
penalty for using a bank. 


& TREASURY NOTES, are said to have been issued in sums 
of various denominatiors. How their issue is to be re- 


conciled with the provisions of the sub-treasury bill, is | 


not very apparant. Some of them were prepared for 
issue some time since, anterior to the passage of the 
law, and made to bear interest of one cent. per day for 
every $100. Mr. Webster vn the last day of the session 
had a call made upon the secretary of the treasury, in- 
guiiing whether any treasury notes had been issued un- 
der the provisions of the law authorising their issue, and 
if not, why not?) We see no notice of a response from 
the secretary. There could hardly have been time for a 
reply. The cause for the delay in all probabiity was 
hinted in our last, that was, to preventthe banks from 
availing of those notes to save their specie from being 
paid out on drafts from the treasury. 


Generat Gatnes— The Military Court of Inguiry, 


at Oid Point, concluded their task, and on the Luh inst, 


sealed and despatched their verdict to the war depart- 
ment. The concluding part of the gallant old general’s 
defence occupies four columns of the Norfuik Beacon. 


Co.. ‘THorntTon. I is stated that the Court Martia! 
has honorably acquitted this brave offiecr. 


Norih Caro- ! 


Mormon Vortuntreers. Capt. (now Lieut. Col.) At- 
LEN, has reached Fort Levenworth with 590 Mormon 
volunteer infantry. They proceed forthwith to join Gen. 
Kearney in his expedition against Sania Fe. 


Tue FIRE, at Laprairie, Canada, on the 5th inst., des- 
| roved 141 houses, with property to the amount of about 

$250,000. But about 50 houses are lefi standing in the 
town. 


| Tue vrarirr.—The Canadians are rejoicing over the 
repeal of the tariff of 1842. ‘The Montreal Courier re- 
marks—“As Englishmen, we of course are pleased that 
the tariff is abolished; as, taken in conjunction with our 
abolition of the corn Jaws, it will open an immense mar: 
ket fur us, but if we were Americans we should cer- 
tainly be tariff men.” ) 


THE sLAve TRADE.—The Liberia Herald of the 18th 
June says—“The slave trade about here is breathing its 
last gasp. The British cruisers have so closely invested 
these dens of blood and death that the slavers at the 
Galenas have given their slaves to the natives, and some 
of them, we have been informed, are waiting with im- 
patience an opporturitv to quit the coast. Those at 
New Cestos, making a virtue of necessity, have embark- 
ed in the palm-vil trade. Success to this branch of their 
business.” 


MoNSTER RAILROAD TRAIN.—A train of twenty seven 
jlong cars left the Boston and Maine Railroad Depot, 
| Haymarket square, on Wednesday last, with a pic-nic 
party of over 2,500 persons. The whole were drawn 
by one of the company’s new and powerful engines. 


| ‘TEMPERANCE IN Swepden.—In Sweden fines are rigid- 
ly enforced against such as are intoxicated; and for the 
fourth offence, a man is exposed in the parish church 
the following Sunday, deprived of his elective franchise, 
'and disqualified from appearing as a representative. A 
great congress of temperance societies is now holding in 
the Swedish capital. One hundred and thirty-two na- 
tional and foreign asseciations are there represented, 
and the king, as president of the Stockholm society, 


— 


| with his queen, was present at the opening of the meet 
ing. 








Tue Navy Boarp or Orricers. 

Nava Promortrons. 
__ The Norfolk Beacon states that the Board of Naval 
| Post Captains, which recently assembled at Washing- 
ton, and whose object in being thus convened by the 
| Secretary of the Navy was kept up so long a profonnd 
secret, has recommended for promotion to the grade 
‘of Captain, Commanders Gauntt, Ogden and Conover, 
/Commanders Heury, Ramsay and Downing were over- 
islaughed. Lieuts. Glandy, Henry Pinkney and Up- 
ishur were recommended for Commanders; Lieut. J. 
| H. Little being overslaughed. 
‘recommended for the next vacancy. Passed Mid- 
| Pearce, Robertson, Brown, Izard, Worden and Blun- 
ton have, we learn, also been nominated for the rank 
of Lieutenant. 

Inrelation to this proceeding, the Washington cor- 
irespondent of the Philadelphia North American 
' writes the following letter: — 

Washington, Aug. 3, 1846. 








_cers which was recently convened here, was to con- 
‘sider and report upon special cases embraced in the 
| preposition laid before Congress by Mr.Bancroft in 
his annual message, for changing the system of prom- 
_otion in the service, from the established mode of seni- 
| ority to one of ‘“‘merit,” to be determined by the Sec- 
retary of the Navy. There are now several vacancies 
'in the grade of Post Captain, the highest known to our 
‘service, and it was for the purpose of shifting the re- 


|'who are entitled tothe nominations, that this subject 
| was laid before the council by Mr. Bancroft. His 
‘own conclusion was foregone and loug since known. 
| [regret to say a majority of the Board have coincid- 
ed with the views of the Secretary, and so far as their 
‘recommendation can go, these officers are to be os- 
| tracised. 

Now, let us look at the facts of the case;—-Charges 
were alleged, as | understand, against three comman- 
ders, and the Board entered upon an ex parte investiga- 
tion, to pronounce judgment upon their brother offi- 


cers, whether they deserved to be promoted or not.—| 


One of the accused is now out of the country, and an 
‘important letter from one of our ministers abroad, 
'vouching for his character and eminently creditable to 
the officers, crew and condition of the vessel under 
his command, belonging to the files of the Navy de- 
_partment, was missing when his case was examined. 
| Neither of the parties were summoned or heard in 
person, by witness or by council, and yet this council 
thus arbitrarily constituted, not respecting the fornis 
of legal trial or court-martial, have undertaken to pro- 
/-nounce sentence, the very next to that of death, dis- 
grace, without hearing any other than one side of the 
case. 


a 


It is painful to me to take public exception to i. 
act sanetioned by a body of the officers of the Nay 
I respect them and the service too much to uti .. 
word in harshness or ill-feeling; but a sense of pu a 
duty compels me to say, the officers concerned in this 
movement will have occasion to regret the parts they 
have played, though it be in accerdance with the ah 
es of the Secretary. In striking this blow at others 
the time is not distant when it will reach with double 
force upon themselves, and they will find, when too 
late, they have been the instruments in the hands of one 
who had resentments to make and revenge to gratify. 

If the accused are guilty ofacts which should deny 
their promotion, why not convene a Court Martial, let 
them be fairly tried and dismissed from the service 
if they deserve it. Or let their nominations to the Se. 
nate be accompanied by an authenticated statement of 
the facts, by which that tribunal can pass judgment. 
These are the true and the only proper modes of pun- 
ishment and of justice, to which no honorable officer 
would except. 

But, that an inquisition should be assembled at the 
seat of government to cary out the purposes and piques 
of a Secretary of the Navy, is a daring innovation and 
outrage, for which even these days of license were 
hardly prepared. I pronounce it a flagrant infraction 
upon the usage and the character of the service, cal- 
culated to breed jealousies, distrust and disaffection, 
among the officers, for which Mr. Sancroft should be 
dismissed from the head of the Department. His 
whole course during the past year has been one of vio- 
lence to the Navy and injustice to the gallant officers. 

But does Mr. Bancroft flatter himself with the be- 
lief that the Senate will consent to pretermit its por- 
tion of the appointing power, upon his advice, or the 
recommendation of any Couneil, Board or Inquisition 
which he may think proper to convene, in order to 
get his opinions endorsed? If he does, he will find 
himself woefully deceived. The Senate will insist 
upen the rights of lineal rank, and will adjudge each 
officer’s promotion by his character and ability, as 
they have always done before. They will demand 
nominations according to grade, or at least refuse the 
pets of the Secretary, whom he will aitempt to foist 


te 





Lieut. Blake was also | 


One of the main objects of the Board of Naval Offi- | 


over the heads of deserving and meritorious men. 

| This proceeding was resisted with becoming resolu- 
ition by Com. Stewart, the Pre..dent of the Board, 
Com. Jones, Com. Kearney, and others. 1 am infor- 
med Com. Stewart has drawn up a protest on his 
own behalf, which, when it comes before the public, 
| will shed a halo of glory around the brow of that 
| war-worn veteran and patriot.’ 


“ Tne Srovx anp Pawnees my Arnms.—The St. Louis 
| Republican received the following information from 
|Mr. Pappin, who arrived at that place from Fort 
| Johns. 
| During the absence of the Pawnees on a huntingex- 
| cursion, about two weeks ago, a large war pa_ty of the 
| Sioux, severalhundred in number, visited and burned 
their three villages on the Platte and tributaries, des- 
| troyed their crops of growing corn and turned loose 
| their horses. A missionary and his family, living in 
one of the villages, was shot at several times},’ ‘age 
the balls passed throngh his clothes, barely missing 
him, and he was obliged to retire to Council Bluffs. 
The Sioux are greatly dissatisfied at the passing of 
the California emigrants through their country; com- 
| plain that they killall their game, and declare that no 
more shall be permitted to intrude, unless they pay 
them for the privilege. They have made the same 
_ complaints to the mountain traders, and strongly urge 
their claims for payment, and desired to hold a coun- 
cil with Co]. Kearney on the subject. 
| The Pawnees were practising their thieving propen- 
sities on the emigrants, following them in small par- 
| ties and stealing their horses, cattle, &c., when left 
‘unguarded. One man, who had strayed from the 
'camp, was found by a body of twenty or thirty, and 
‘completely stripped of all that he had, was then badly 
flogged, and afterwards allowed to return to camp.— 
Game is said to be very scarce, and many of the Sioux 
_and other tribes are in a starving condition. 
| The emigrants were understood to be progressing 
slowly, divided in parties of thirty or forty wagons, 
| for the purpose of better procuring game and water.— 
The leaders of the Mormons were at Council Bluffs. 
About one thousand wagons, belonging to Mormons 
had arrived there, and they were waiting for the re- 
mainder to come up, when they intended to proceed 
to Great Pawnee Island, on the Platte, and there en- 


‘camp for the winter. 
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